
Class 5’s Programme of Work for Autumn Term 2026 

Dates 
Term 1: 2nd September to 22nd October inclusive 
Term 2: 4th November to 20th December inclusive 
Term 3: 5th January to 12th February inclusive 
Term 4: 23rd February to 25th March inclusive 
Term 5: 12th April to 28th May inclusive 
Term 6: 8th June to 21st July inclusive 

Some important dates 
End of Key Stage 2 SATs: 10th to 13th May inclusive 
Parents Evenings: 20th & 21st October 9th to 10th 
February 
Year 5’s residential 18th to 21st November inclusive 
Class 5’s Sharing Assembly: 4th December 
Pantomime: 15th December 
Christmas jumper and Christmas dinner: 16th December 
Year 5’s Bikeability: 8th to 11th June (TBC) inclusive 
Year 6’s Gloucester Cathedral Leavers Service: 17th 
June 
Sports Day: 2nd July 
Marvellous Music: 8th July, evening 
Year 6’s residential: 12th to 14th July inclusive 
Year 6’s School Leavers Assembly: 20th July (TBC) 

English 
Literacy is the backbone of education: the ability to read for sustained periods and understand a broad range of texts are essential 
skills to fully access upper key stage 2 English and the broader curriculum, and for secondary school readiness. Towards this 
end, we shall study a breadth of text types in class on a wealth of subjects to develop and hone reading skills. I am in the process 
of assessing and allocating reading levels. Everyone is expected to read uninterrupted for a minimum of twenty minutes as part 
of a daily habit with their book travelling between school and home daily. Many of the class are independent readers but your 
support in creating the time and space for your child to read at home is so important. Furthermore, opportunities to discuss their 
book with you will really develop their comprehension skills and ability to communicate and explain clearly. Others need someone 
to listen to them especially if they misread, substitute or insert words, or ignore punctuation and phrasing and thereby lose the 
text’s meaning. Once children are on track with their reading, they will be informed about free reading from our selection of books 
from the ‘100 Books to Read in Years 5 and 6’ and from our themed books in class. If a child has a quality book at home that they 
wish to read once they are on free readers then they need to bring it in for me to approve – thank you. 
I am really excited to be able to share some wonderful texts with the class in the next two terms which will in many instances be 
linked to topics as well as support the development of comprehension skills and reading for writing, reading for a purpose and 
importantly for reading for pleasure. 
Our class novel and key text this term is Clockwork written by the award-winning writer, Philip Pullman. Besides being a great 
story filled with suspense and ‘hide-behind-the-sofa’ moments, it has a fascinating and complex structure with multiple layers of 
symbolism, complexity of character and plot wrapped up in a multi-genre text set in Germany. He is also our featured author for 
the term with a selection of his books available. We shall also study Meredith Hooper’s non-fiction book, The Drop in My Drink: 
The Story of Water on Our Planet, which links with geography 
Moving into Term 2, our central text will be Charles Dickens’ novella, A Christmas Carol. Studying archaic, historical texts really 
extends reading and comprehension skills as well as an appreciation of the classics. Dickens was a master at 
portraying characters, and I envisage some wonderful character writing emerging from our studies. It is always 
interesting to note how punctuation and writing conventions have changed and this will help sharpen up our 
transcription skills! Dickens was an important figure in raising public awareness of the social consequences of the 
Industrial Revolution and there will be clear links with our history studies during Term 2. 
We are continuing to have a big push on spelling accuracy by drilling down to the rules and conventions that can 
be learned and then applying the to many words. We shall be starting daily spelling-focused lessons, learning how to build words 
by spelling the root word and then applying the necessary prefixes and suffixes. Grammar and punctuation will be drip-fed weekly 
and wherever possible will be linked to writing genres. I appreciate that much of the language surrounding grammar and 
punctuation was not a part of many parents’ personal education experiences. Please feel free to ask me if I can help.  
Our writing will be little and often and across the day in a breadth of subjects thus giving our writing real purpose and to practise 
writing for different purposes. In English lessons, we shall be identifying and using the features of different writing genres whilst 
considering the purpose of the text and its audience.   

Mathematics 
A solid sense of number and place value are foundational skills in supporting the more challenging maths in years 5, 6 and beyond; 
therefore, these are our initial focus. Working with numbers up to 10 million and into the thousandths, we shall be embedding the 
skills of reading, writing, ordering and comparing numbers and determining the value of each digit (including negative numbers). 
Additionally, children are expected to fluently count forwards or backwards and multiply and divide in powers of 10, round any 
number up to a specified value, and master reading scales. Whenever possible, we are linking our maths to our broader curriculum 
and appreciate its relevance in the real world.   



Building on all of the, our learning will move on to addition and subtraction – including with decimals before covering multiplication 
and division. It is essential to be able to instantly recall number bonds to 10, 100 and 1000, halves and doubles, multiplication and 
division facts, multiples and factors, and multiplying and dividing by powers of 10 up to 1000 to be successful in Upper Key Stage 
2 math. If your child is not secure in the aforementioned, please help them by practising these skills in short bursts regularly. It 
can make a huge difference, and pupils do catch up with a concerted effort.  
In Term 2, we shall have a major focus on fractions: adding, subtracting, multiplying and dividing. Comparing, ordering simplifying, 
and finding equivalent fractions are also essential skills. Again, instant recall of multiplication and division facts are key prerequisite 
skills to have mastered.  
Daily, we shall be working on mental arithmetic and keeping learned skills and knowledge sharp. In addition, we shall be working 
on developing the class's reasoning skills to deepen their learning to a mastery level; this understanding, and being able to clearly 
explain as opposed to simply ‘doing’ maths are expected skills for today’s mathematicians. Increasingly, children will be developing 
their problem-solving skills whereby multiple strands of mathematics are applied to solve a question.   
Finally, maths hasn’t changed, but often the way it is taught has - because of the greater emphasis on understanding underpinning 
concepts. If your child asks for help, it is a good idea to ask them how they do it at school, you will then be able to adapt your 
support to their understanding rather than potentially inadvertently causing confusion, thank you. 

Science 
Whenever possible, science will be hands-on. Learning to work scientifically is equally as important as gaining the subject 
knowledge and understanding. Our first topic: Properties of Material, particularly develops the skills of working scientifically – 
namely asking questions and planning enquiries (especially understanding what fair testing is), conducting the enquiries, and 
making detailed observations and recordings before interpreting the findings and evaluating them. We shall be comparing and 
classifying materials according to their properties and considering their uses based on discovered properties. We are also 
studying solubility and separation before learning that some changes are reversible whilst others are not.   
Our second topic is Evolution and Inheritance. We shall be studying Charles Darwin and the impact that his work has had on our 
understanding of the origins and evolution of species. This is a fascinating area of study and we shall be able to make good links 
with the Industrial Revolution by studying the peppered moth using the beautiful books – Moth: An Evolution Story by Isabel 
Thomas. 
Our next unit will be electricity with a focus on creating series circuits to produce sound. We shall be learning to recognise and 
use the correct symbols and draw accurate circuit diagrams and conduct investigations into the association between the volume 
of a buzzer with the number and voltage of cells used in the circuit and other components that may have an effect. 

Geography 
Our main geography focus is Planet Earth’s water and the water cycle – how appropriate after this summer! The importance of 
water will be an initial focus, and we shall interweave making links between physical geography’s effect on human geography as 
well as vice versa throughout. We shall be learning about how clean water gets into our taps and the disposal of wastewater; 
water on Planet Earth and the water cycle – with a clear link to reversible changes in science! The latter part of our learning will 
be supported through a wonderful book written by Meredith Hooper, The Drop in My Drink: The Story of Water on Our Planet.  

History 
In Term 2, the period of history we are studying is the Industrial Revolution incorporating a local study focusing on the changes it 
had upon life, including in Blockley. If anyone has any photos or artefacts about Blockley’s role throwsting silk for Coventry’s 
ribbon-making industry or other links, please do contact me. The emphasis will be on social history and the lives of people 
(especially children) good and bad. Additionally, and seasonally, we shall be learning about how the Victorians ‘invented’ the 
traditional Christmas that we are all familiar with and the part that Dickens and A Christmas Carol played in its creation. 

Art and Design 
We are learning about and evaluating Pablo Picasso’s art including his different style phases and are now focusing 
on Cubism. We shall be experimenting with photographic self-portraits before venturing into Cubist self-portraits. 
As Christmas approaches, we shall be considering light, shade and reflection beginning with creating a ghostly 
image of Scrooge’s doorknocker; this unit will be further developed in Term 3 by exploring Charles Keeping’s 
negative imagery art.  

Design Technology  
In Term 2, we shall design and make our own zoetrope – a pre-animation device which came into its own in Victorian times. We 
shall also be making Christmas wreaths by willow weaving with willow withies cut by us from our forest school. 
Religion and Worldviews 
Our in-depth study over the two terms addresses the question: Why might the belief that Jesus ‘saved’ people be so important for 
many Christians today? We shall be looking at the life of Jesus with a focus on Holy Week, Jesus’ sacrifice and resurrection and 
its implication for Christians and their world view whilst reflecting upon our personal stances. 

PSHE 
PSHE is interwoven through the ethos of the class and school as well as being allocated times to discuss and understand specific 
subjects. We have already been discussing why we come to school and why we have rules. The main theme in Term 1 is Me and 
My Relationships and included within sessions will be identifying who our trusted adults are and understanding our individual 
family dynamics. In addition, throughout the year we shall be revisiting how to stay safe online, the wonderful benefits it provides 
and the knowledge and skills needed to support its use. Valuing Differences is so important.  



In Term 2, the theme will be Valuing Differences. Humans are so diverse and yet we can view being different as problematic rather 
than valuing it – we shall be challenging this perception.  As peer relationships become increasingly a greater focus for older 
children, self-worth and learning how to negotiate friendships and be assertive without being domineering can be very challenging.  
Our Community School Beat officer Leah Davies has the first of her planned visits on September 19th covering Internet Safety. 

Computing 
E-safety will continually be in the foreground of our computing work to help everyone stay safe online today and in the future. In 
addition, the skill of viewing digital information with a critical eye will be continually developed.  
Using search engines for research is a life skill that we shall be developing; this will involve understanding how search 
engines work, filtering, radial reading and actively processing what is written on the screen. Typically, our computing 
work will relate to areas of learning throughout the curriculum. 

French 
Previous learning will be consolidated and built upon via two units of work: Around Town and Joyeux Noel. 

Music 
This will be studied in terms 5 and 6 through clarinet lessons with Emma Brisley. Please ask if you are interested in your child 
learning to play an instrument. We have a number of peripatetic teachers who come in to school each week. 

P.E. 
PE will be on Tuesdays and Fridays. Both lessons will start with cross country training in readiness for our inter-school 
competition that all the class participate in. The focus will be on circuit training and OAA (outdoor adventurous activities) 
in Term 1 and Netball and Football in Term 2. 

Homework: this information has been sent out separately in homework books. 

Finally 
If you have an area of expertise linked to our learning and would like to share it, please do speak to me, we shall welcome your 
offer gratefully. 
Good communication between home and school are so important, so do please ‘catch me’, send an email via the office or 
telephone if you have an area of concern.  
Anna Furniss 

 


