
Class 5’s Programme of Work for Summer Term 2026 

Term 5: 13th April – 22nd  May Term 6: 2nd  June – 17th July 
English  

Our current class novel is Robert Swindell’s Room 13, an award-winning, Gothic novel set in Whitby, Yorkshire. 
We shall be using this book not just for pleasure but also to learn the literary devices of  building tension, suspense 
and mystery to improve and extend our writing repertoires. 
We have already studied Eric’s Story: Ruth Vander Zee’s picture book about a World War 
II baby whose parents saved her life in an extraordinary manner. Another incredible 
picture book, The Arrival, created by an Australian author, Shaun Tan, a clever and quirky 
Australian author, will be shared to develop empathy, inference and oracy skills regarding 
how it must feel to be a migrant or a refugee. This will make links with our recent history 

topic (World War II). 
Regarding personal reading, there are a number of children who have not developed sufficient reading 
stamina for their age for secondary school. Stamina can only be built by reading for extended, 
uninterrupted periods of time – a minimum of 20 minutes daily if a child is going to undertake 60–75-minute reading test. It is not 
too late to get match fit! 

In Term 6, we are introducing a new contemporary novel into our reading spine – The Final Year written by Matt 
Goodfellow. This book, written in verse, was described as: “The most talked about book of 2023” and I sat and 
read it in one sitting because it was so engaging. It is about the final year in primary school – most fitting for many 
of us, and it was in part inspired by David Almond’s Skellig, which we read in Term 3. 
Grammar, punctuation and spelling lessons continue apace with dedicated sessions and opportunities to apply 
the learning in our writing which ultimately is the purpose of gaining the knowledge and skills. Once Year 6’s 
English reading and maths SATs are over, our English lessons will have a greater writing focus to ensure that we 
can successfully write accurately and effectively for a range of audiences and purposes. The Year 6 pupils are 

already building up a portfolio of writing for SATs assessment along with continued science SATs assessments – these will be 
ongoing until the end of June. The Year 5s will be undertaking a writing assessment at the end of June as part of the control group 
for the Rehearsal Room Writing research project. They will also be participating in the Progress in International Reading Literacy 
Study (PIRLS) 2026, an international study looking at the reading skills of 9–10-year-olds around the world near the end of May 
and a later will be sent out prior to this event. 
Regarding SATs (11th – 14th May) the attitude that we cultivate in class is that these end-of-key stage assessments are our chance 
to shine and show off all that we have achieved; I am sure that you will share our positive ‘bring it on’ attitude! I am delighted with 
the children’s approach and achievements in their mock SATs – they are setting themselves up well for secondary school. 

Mathematics  
We continue with daily practice of arithmetic skills - increasingly the focus is on using the most efficient method and developing 
number flexibility; for example, 14 x 80 can be thought of as 7 x 8 x 2 x 10 which then becomes a quick mental calculation! We 
are also practising spotting errors and developing our reasoning skills by explaining them – this improves accuracy and the 
ability to self-check. For many in the class (who have very robust arithmetic skills) it is reasoning and problem-solving that is a 
key focus. A reasoning problem might be challenging the statement that the product of 2 numbers is always greater than either 
number and giving examples of why this is only sometimes correct; whereas, problem-solving will require multiple strands of 
mathematics to be applied to solve a question. 
The remainder of the year’s focus will be on measurement (converting between metric and imperial measurements, as well as 
perimeter, area and volume), statistics (line graphs, bar charts and pie charts) and geometry (measuring, classifying and 
calculating angles, identifying 2 and 3-dimensionl shapes and plotting, reading, translating and reflecting shapes on a 4-
quadrant coordinate grid). We shall also be revising key skills for the Year 6 pupils in readiness for their SATs.  
Post SATs, will provide the opportunity to learn more about algebra in depth. This strand of mathematics constitutes a significant 
element of key stage 3 mathematics so it is important to understand the basic principles to ensure a smooth secondary school 
transition. In addition, the children will have the opportunity to undertake some longer mathematics investigations and apply their 
maths knowledge. 

Science:  
Our current unit of work is electricity with a focus on creating series circuits to produce light. We are learning to recognise and use 
the correct symbols and draw accurate circuit diagrams and conduct investigations into the association between the volume of a 
buzzer with the number and voltage of cells used in the circuit and other components that may have an effect. 
Our next unit is classification of living things: devising our own classification systems, evaluating them and appreciating that if 
scientists are to be able to effectively collaborate together a universal classification system needs to exist with species having 
worldwide recognised names. This will lead us to learn about Carl Linnaeus’s naming system, how this is continually being 
refined in the light of new knowledge and the internationally used 8-tiered, hierarchical system. 
Our final topic is how humans change from conception to old age which will cover the science-based elements of relationships 
and sex education in Term 6. 



Religion and Worldviews:  
We are continuing to address the question: How does faith help people when life gets hard? This will 
bring together the beliefs of Christians, Hindus, Humanists, science and our personal views through the 
exploration of texts, religious figures and core beliefs. The topic has clear links with PSHE through 
exploring the benefits of gratitude, spiritualism, faith and resilience during times of change and adversity.  

Geography:  
We shall shortly start our third geography unit of the year: biomes and vegetation. We shall be learning to identify, describe and 
understand key aspects of biomes and vegetation belts including the world’s main terrestrial and marine biomes. We shall make 
links with our previous learning (latitude and climate) to understand why there are different biomes and give examples of 
locations of biomes (mainly within the Americas) and the different types of vegetation and therefore animals within each one. I 
hope we can find the opportunity to read some stories from David Long’s Survivors to illustrate some of the extreme conditions 
within certain biomes. 

Art and Design and Design Technology 
We shall be designing a clay tile to represent ourselves at the end of our school year and for many of us, the end of our primary 
school education. We shall then be making and painting our designs. 
We may even delve into some prop making! 

PSHE  
This continues to be interwoven through the ethos of the class and school as well as being allocated times to discuss and 
understand specific subjects. The novel, The Final Year, will provide time to reflect on a number of issues linked to transition. 
During the summer terms learning includes a range of subjects: growing independence and taking responsibility, keeping healthy, 
media awareness and safety, relationships, managing difficult feelings, coping with change, keeping safe, body image, sex and 
relationship education and self-esteem. 

French 
This term the unit will be as-tu un animal? (Do you have a pet?) By the end of this unit pupils will have the knowledge and skills 
to present both orally and in written form about the pets they have and/or do not have in French. They will move from 1st person 
singular to 3rd person singular verb usage so they are able to say what the pet is called and use conjunctions more confidently.   
In the following term we will move onto Les vetements (clothes). By the end of this unit pupils will have the knowledge and skills 
necessary to describe what they are wearing in French by colour. 

Computing:  
Staying safe online and making wise choices on social media will continually be in the foreground. These subjects will 
be covered in depth by our School Beat officer. 
We shall also be using laptops to research more about biomes across the world. 

Music:  
We have a wealth of singing opportunities this summer term as we prepare for our end of year musical!  

P.E.:  
In Term 5 the children will continue their athletics development with Mr Thomas in Fridays; it’s not long until Sports Day! 
Mrs Derson will teach the children ultimate frisbee ( a non-contact team sport) and they will learn the skills to referee 
these games fairly. This will be on Wednesdays until the week commencing 18th of May when PE will change to be on a 
Tuesday until further notice.  
In Term 6 Mr Thomas will teach lacrosse and Mrs Derson will be teaching rounders.  

Homework:   
This information remains the same. Maths homework is set on a Thursday with completion by the following Tuesday morning. 
Reading must be a daily habit for an extended period of time. Spelling tests are generally at the end of the week and based on 
the previous week’s spelling lesson and spellings covered throughout the year.  

Finally 
If you have an area of expertise linked to our learning and would like to share it, please do speak to me, we shall welcome your 
offer gratefully.  
Good communication between home and school is so important, so please ‘catch me’, or send an email via the office or telephone 
if you have an area of concern.   
 
Anna Furniss 

 


