Love Encourage Aspire Respect Nurture

Encourage one another and build one another up.
1 Thessalonians 5:11

At Blockley School, we encourage one another and build one another up,
aspiring to love learning, celebrate success, respect difference
and nurture others in a Christian environment.

Climate Action Plan

and Sustainability Policy

Sustainability Lead: Headteacher
Overview

Blockley C of E School is committed to being a responsible, environmentally

conscious community. We aim to minimise our environmental impact, reduce our carbon
footprint, and promote sustainable practices throughout the school. Our intention is to
nurture an awareness of environmental stewardship in all pupils and staff, encouraging
every member of our school community to value and care for God’s creation.

As a Church of England school, we recognise our responsibility to prepare children to live
thoughtfully and responsibly in the world. Pupils are encouraged to take an active interest
in the natural environment and understand the role they play in caring for the planet. The
way we manage and maintain our school should model sustainable practice and reflect our
Christian values.

Through education for sustainable development, pupils gain a deeper understanding of
natural and human systems, supported by hands-on experiences that engage curiosity and
encourage thoughtful action. Ultimately, pupils should be equipped with the knowledge,
skills, and values needed to protect and cherish their environment both now and in the
future.

Specific Policy Aims

1. To reduce the use of non-renewable or environmentally harmful resources, including in
building projects, and to encourage recycling and reuse throughout the school.

2. To raise environmental awareness among pupils and staff, encouraging active
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participation in sustainability projects.

3. To build partnerships with external organisations that support environmental education
and sustainable behaviour in school and the wider community.

Inside the School Buildings

Paper Use

¢ Staff are encouraged to use digital resources wherever possible to reduce paper
consumption.

¢ Written documents should be kept to one or two sides of A4 where feasible.

¢ Double-sided printing should be used whenever possible.

¢ Dedicated paper recycling bins should be used by staff and pupils.

¢ Both sides of paper should be used before recycling; classrooms should have a labelled
scrap paper tray.

¢ Printing should be avoided unless necessary.

o Staff, pupils, and parents are encouraged to use email to reduce unnecessary
photocopying.

¢ Paper use will be monitored via print management reports where practical.

Computers and Technology

e Staff and pupils must ensure computers, screens and projectors are switched off
at the end of the day.

¢ Non-essential devices may be set to shut down automatically after hours.

Lighting
e Lights should be switched off when not in use.
¢ LED and/or sensor-controlled lighting will be installed where appropriate.

Water

¢ Water usage will be monitored.

¢ Pupils will be taught about the environmental and financial cost of water use.
¢ Simple water-saving actions will be promoted throughout the school.

Energy

¢ Energy consumption will be monitored.

o Staff and pupils will be made aware of the link between energy use, environmental impact,
and financial cost.

* Energy-saving measures will be explored and implemented where practical (e.g., modern
boilers).

¢ The school will investigate alternative energy sources such as solar power where feasible.
¢ All new building projects and refurbishments will aim to meet high environmental
standards where financially sustainable.

Recycling

» Recycling will be encouraged through class discussions, assemblies, and eco-initiatives.
¢ Classrooms will have paper recycling boxes.

¢ Printer cartridges will be collected and recycled appropriately.

® Recycling provision will be available in staff areas.

¢ Pupils will be encouraged to choose snacks with recyclable, biodegradable, or
compostable packaging.
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* Three waste streams—Food Waste, Mixed Recycling, and General Waste—will be used
where possible to minimise landfill.

Books, Equipment and Uniform

¢ Unwanted but usable items will be offered for reuse through Friends of the School, local
community groups, or charities.

¢ Good-quality second-hand uniform will be collected, cleaned, and sold or distributed.

¢ Redundant IT equipment will be recycled through an authorised contractor.

Outside the School Buildings and the Wider Community

Transport

¢ Encourage pupils and staff to use environmentally friendly travel methods wherever
possible, including walking, cycling, and public transport.

* Year 5 pupils have the opportunity to take part in Bikeability, promoting safe and
sustainable cycling skills.

¢ The school community participates in an annual Walk to School week, promoting
wellbeing and sustainable travel.

Litter

¢ All members of the school community share responsibility for keeping the school grounds
free from litter.

¢ Pupils will be encouraged to view litter-picking as a positive action demonstrating care,
pride, and responsibility.

School Grounds

¢ The grounds will be used as a resource for learning about nature, wildlife, and sustainable
practices.

¢ Pupils will have the opportunity to study local wildlife and habitats.

¢ The school grounds should support both recreation and physical activity.

¢ The school will develop areas of biodiversity and take steps to encourage wildlife,
supporting pupils’ understanding of ecosystems and conservation
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