
Class 5’s Programme of Work for the Spring Terms 2022 

 Term 3: 5th January to  February 18th Term 4: 28th February to 7th April  

English Reading and encouraging a love of books is at the heart of so much that we do in Class 5. We have 
just started reading Skellig by David Almond (Whitbread Children's Book of the Year and Carnegie Medal 
winner). Besides drawing out some of the vocabulary, the novel will primarily be read purely for pleasure 
and discussion; we’ve already had some amazing predictions! However, later in the term, we shall be using 
some of the subject matter in our writing.  
In Term 4, the powerful book, Once, written by Maurice Gleitzman (based in Poland during WWII) will be 
a key text supporting our history-themed work. It is the first of a series of incredible books.  
We shall continue to have regular, short grammar and punctuation lessons. I am very aware that many 
parents find the terminology confusing – always ask your child or me to explain!  
The learning of spelling rules and conventions is ongoing with tests being conducted at the end of most 
weeks. This year, with our new spelling programme,  there is a greater focus on Class 5 children taking 
ownership of learning spellings especially the statutory spelling word lists for years 3-4. Each child has a 
copy of these in their homework books and it is their responsibility to set aside time to practise and learn 
them.  
Writing for a range of purposes – and for year 6 pupils, writing independently - will become an increasing 
priority. Once we have written to our Chicago-based pen pals (our first letters arrived at the end of the 
first week) we shall be working on a lot of short writes  – including in other subjects and making sure that 
our work makes sense, uses the correct structure for the writing genre, is spelt accurately and uses the 
full breadth of punctation accurately. Periodically, we shall be developing the stamina and skill of writing 
at length.  
An important part of English is being able to speak in an engaging, understandable and clear manner so, 
we are very pleased to be participating in Chipping Campden Rotary Club’s Junior Youth Speaks in March. 
The subject will be freedom and two year 6 pupils will be selected to represent the school. 

Mathematics Every maths lesson begins with practising arithmetic skills and revisiting different aspects 
of maths learnt earlier in the year. On completion of this work, children develop their reasoning skills 
before the main maths lesson.  
For the next 2 terms, our learning will be about proportions of an amount, namely: fractions, decimals, 
percentages and ratios. In order to be successful with these aspects of maths, basic arithmetic skills need 
to be secure and automatic so, please keep encouraging speedy recall of multiplication and division facts 
as well as addition and subtraction.   
Currently, we are studying fractions: there are so many small steps to understand with fractions and 
each new skill depends on the previous steps. By the end of this unit of work, children will be able to 
add, subtract, multiply and divide fractions with different denominators, compare and order fractions, 
convert them between improper fractions and mixed numbers, simplify and find equivalent fractions, 
find fractions of an amount, convert between fractions and decimals and compare fractions, decimals, 
and percentages.    
Moving on, we shall be studying decimals in greater depth to develop stronger understandings of 
decimals up to 3 decimal places, successfully order decimal amounts, relate decimals to converting units 
of measurement, read and recall decimals as fractions (such as 0.71 =  or 0.125 =  ) round numbers to a 
specified decimal place, add and subtract decimals, making complements of 1 and multiply and divide 
decimals by whole numbers.    
Next, we shall move on to percentages, learning what they mean, calculate them and recognise 
equivalent fractions, decimals and percentages of an amount e.g.  / 0.8 / 80% of £360. We shall also 
learn to use percentages as a means of comparison, and associating them with angles to interpret pie 
charts.   
Our next area of learning will be to introduce the class to ratio and scaling linking these to shape and 
recipes and maybe making mocktails! 



Science Biology is the basis for our first science topic of the term We shall be learning to identify and 
name the main parts of the human circulatory system and their respective properties and functions, with 
a greater focus on the heart. Connections will be made with PSHE and PE to understand the impact of 
diet, exercise, drugs and lifestyle on the heart and blood vessels, its health and performance.   
The next unit of work will be light. Linking with Term 1’s properties of materials, we shall investigate 
transparency, translucency, and opacity before conducting investigations to support the theory that light 
appears to travel in a straight line. Our next steps are to understand reflection and how this is related to 
actually seeing everything around us including how light travels if it is reflected before touching on the 
refraction of light.   
Just before the end of term, we hope to begin our fifth science topic: classification systems narrowing our 
focus to animals. Starting from creating our own classification systems, we shall learn about Carl 
Linnaeus’s naming system and how this has been refined to create our present 8-tiered, hierarchical 
system.  

Religious Education In Term 3, our focus is on the People of God, specifically the life of Moses and the 
events of the Exodus including receiving the 10 Commandments. We shall use all of our learning to reflect 
upon the question: How can following God bring freedom and justice? 
Term 4’s religion is Judaism – which will opportunely tie in very well with our WWII history studies. We 
shall be learning about the Torah in greater depth and why it is so important to Jewish people. 

P.E. Mr Jones will continue to teach PE (on a Thursday) beginning with an outdoor and adventurous unit 
including orienteering, problem-solving and team games. The indoor session will be a dance unit linked 
with music as it is based on music from around the world. Reinforcing our first science topic, the 
importance of exercise in keeping the heart healthy and providing opportunities to check pulses will be 
an additional focus! 

Geography We shall be learning about the continent of North America with key foci on developing the 
skills we learnt in Term 1: atlas skills, latitude and longitude, time zones and climate. We shall then 
identify some key geographical features of the vast continent, learn how 3 of the mountain ranges were 
formed and finally narrow our focus to The Great Lakes and the impact of human activity on the local 
environment. This will tie in well with our Chicago school pen pal connections. As part of our geography 
studies, we shall be having an outreach visit: Road Trip USA, from the American Museum of Bath on the 
2nd February. 

History After half term, we shall be studying World War II. Our focus will be on the causes of the war 
specifically the rise of Nazism, its effect on Poland and the Shoah (Holocaust). This will link with an 
important aspect of our area’s modern history: the Polish Prisoner of War camps at Northwick Park and 
Springhill. If anyone has any books on the local POW camps that we can borrow, I would really appreciate 
it, thank you. 

Art & Design and Design Technology  Linking art and design, and design technology with our geography 
topic we shall be researching, designing and making dream catchers. We shall then be developing our 
sculpturing skills through totem pole soap carving. For once, we may end up cleaner in DT than when we 
started! 
Excitingly, in design technology, we are aiming to do an inter-school Fly to the Line competition with 
Temple Guiting School. 

PSHE Our first topic is Keeping Myself Safe. We shall be taking a slightly different perspective on personal 
safety by reflecting on our emotional needs, what addictions are, some causes and how we can help to 
ensure our emotional needs are met. We shall then move on to explore the legal position with drugs 
building on our Life Caravan visit earlier this year as well as making connections with science and healthy 
hearts. 
After half term, we shall be investigating Rights and Responsibilities, discussing that there are two sides 
to every story, unpicking fact from opinion and what biases are. Relating back to Ancient Greeks, we shall 
then be learning about British democracy. 

Computing E-Safety remains a priority that we regularly address in class. Over the next two terms, we 
shall be learning how to make tables, using Microsoft Word, in readiness for researching and collecting 



data in geography. Towards Easter, we shall be creating and presenting Microsoft PowerPoint 
presentations. 

French Using our learning programme, Salut, our unit of work will be The Seasons: naming them, talking 
about seasonal activities and learning to say the date and when our birthdays are. We shall then learn 
the names of crafting materials and how to follow instructions in French to make a Chinese lantern. In 
addition, we shall be revising the names of the 11 main colours.  

Music Our unit of study is called Classroom Jazz with all the learning based around two tunes and 
improvising: Three Note Bossa and Five Note Swing. Please do get in touch with the office if your child is 
interested in learning to play a musical instrument. 

Homework will continue to be set on Thursdays for completion by the following Tuesday morning. 
Bedrock vocabulary remains at a minimum of 2 sessions per week (Thursday to Thursday) with 2 sessions 
counting towards the daily minimum of 20 minutes of reading. Spellings are ongoing as are times tables 
and number facts for some children. 

Finally …If you have an area of expertise linked to our learning and would like to share it, please speak to 
me, I shall welcome your offers. Good communication between home and school is so important, so do 
please ‘catch me’ or make an appointment to see me if you have an area of concern.  

 


