
Blockley C of E Primary School 

COVID-19 Catch - Up Premium 

Children and young people across the country have experienced unprecedented disruption to their 

education as a result of coronavirus (COVID-19). Those from the most vulnerable and disadvantaged 

backgrounds are likely to represent those who will have lost out the most. The aggregate impact of 

lost time in education will be substantial, and the scale of our response must match the scale of the 

challenge. 

The Secretary of State for Education is providing financial assistance to Local Authorities for all 

maintained schools, and Academies, in the form of the coronavirus (COVID-19) catch-up premium 

for one financial year beginning 1 April 2020. 

The allocations for primary schools, both Local Authority-maintained and Academies is as follows:  
 

• £80 for each pupil aged 4 and over recorded in Reception to Year 6 in the October 2020 school 
census. 

• Blockley C of E Primary school will receive at total catch up premium of £11,680 (based on 146 
pupils from the October 2020 census). The funding will be provided to the school in three 
separate tranches. 

 

Reporting:  

Schools must report:  

• How it is intended that the grant will be spent 

• What the effect of this expenditure will be on the educational attainment of those pupils at 
the school and how it will be assessed.  

Monitoring:  

School leaders must be able to account for how this money is being used to achieve the central goal 
of schools getting back on track and teaching a normal curriculum as quickly as possible. 
  
Governors and trustees should scrutinise schools’ approaches to catch-up, including their plans for 
and use of catch-up funding. This should include consideration of whether schools are spending this 
funding in line with their catch-up priorities, and ensuring appropriate transparency for parents. 
  
When routine inspections restart, Ofsted will make judgements about the quality of this education 
being provided, and that will include how leaders are using their funding (including catch-up 
funding) to ensure the curriculum has a positive impact on all pupils. 
 

Use of funds: 
Schools should use this funding for specific activities to support their pupils to catch up for lost 

teaching over the previous months, in line with the guidance on curriculum expectations for the next 

academic year. 

Schools have the flexibility to spend their funding in the best way for their cohort and circumstances. 

To support schools to make the best use of this funding, the Education Endowment Foundation (EEF) 

has published a coronavirus (COVID-19) support guide for schools with evidence-based approaches 

to catch up for all pupils. Blockley C of E Primary School is using this document to help us direct this 

additional funding in the most effective way. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools#section-3-curriculum-behaviour-and-pastoral-support
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools#section-3-curriculum-behaviour-and-pastoral-support
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/covid-19-resources/covid-19-support-guide-for-schools/#nav-covid-19-support-guide-for-schools1


The Education Endowment Foundation (EEF) suggests the following approaches which Blockley C of 

E Primary school has been applying. 

Teaching and whole school strategies: 

⮚ Summative assessments 

⮚ Supporting high quality teaching 

⮚ Regular pupil assessment (formative) along with feedback  

⮚ Transition support (Reception pupils entering in September 2020, year 3 pupils in Sept 2020 

and Year 6 pupils moving to Secondary in Sept 2021 

Targeted approaches: 

⮚ One to one and small group tuition (within the school day and as extra teaching time in KS2) 

⮚ Intervention programmes (especially for SEND pupils) 

⮚ Extended school time for small group tutoring (all classes to be offered time to catch-up as 

additional time once per week for individuals and small groups who have been identified as 

being most in-need) 

Wider strategies:  

⮚ Supporting parent and carers (wellbeing sessions and access to PSA) 

⮚ Access to technology (laptops issued to those families ‘in-need’ during periods of ‘lockdown’ 

and when in isolation due to Covid-19) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Identified impact of spring ‘lockdown’ 2020 and winter lockdown 2021 due to Covid-19 pandemic. 

Reading, language and communication skills Lack of social interaction between pre-school children, now reception pupils, due to pre-school 
closures has affected the spoken language development of some individuals. 
As specific phonics teaching, in small groups and on a 1 to 1 basis, could not easily take place 
the development of early reading for many children requires additional support and input. 
However, for Key Stage 2 children they did access reading, during lockdown, more than some 
of the other subjects. This is something that was more accessible for families and required less 
teacher input. For children who do not find reading easy or enjoyable, we recognise that their 
reading ability, and the development of it, have not made the progress normally expected of 
them. The struggling readers in years 3, 4, 5 and 6 have, in particular, missed out on explicit 
teaching of reading for meaning, using appropriate texts to explore the use of language in 
context which will help and guide them into the future. 

Writing Parent confidence during lockdowns may well have favoured maths and reading over writing 
due to lack of experience in how to teach areas such as; grammar and higher-level 
punctuation. Where children did do writing tasks, they favoured the story writing elements 
and the broken-down sentence structure work. Children have missed out on opportunities for 
extended pieces of writing across broader genres and implementing high level grammar for 
purpose, proof reading and editing was easily be encouraged. 
It is also recognised that spelling remains an area of weakness for many pupils. Some pupils’ 
spelling is often phonetically decodable, where others has no correlation to the sounds 
needed. Spelling rules need to be focused upon through quality first teaching. 

Maths Broadly speaking: 
The fluency and recall of basic number facts seems to be fairly consistent across the school 
where parental/carer support with arithmetic, alongside maths platforms such as Times Tables 
Rock Stars (TTRS) helped to maintain established skills. Areas of maths that we perceive there 
to be gaps in are their previous years arithmetic skills and mathematical knowledge and 
reasoning. SEN pupils with a particular area of weakness in maths will require the most 
support when pupils are in school, with a particular focus on using practical and concrete 
resources and revisiting previous year’s learning. 

Foundation subjects and science During the ‘lockdown’ we needed to be mainly focused upon English and maths. Under normal 
circumstances children have opportunities to engage in a broader curriculum covering all the 
other subject areas and with teachers being able to make all those beneficial cross-curricular 
links. Children will therefore have missed out on progressing their knowledge and experience 



of developing their skill and knowledge base. Opportunities and activities were provided for 
children to engage with and access throughout both ‘lockdown’ (2020 and 2021) periods. 

 

 

Planned expenditure: The headings below are grouped into categories according to the EEF coronavirus support guide for education. 

A.) Teaching and whole school strategies: 

Desired outcomes Approach and potential costs Impact (once reviewed) Staff 
Lead 

Review 
Date 

Quality first teaching of a broad and 
balanced curriculum. 
 
To learn and develop skills, develop 
memory to be able to remember and 
recall increasing amounts of 
information. 
 
Pupils use the explicit nature of 
teaching to make links with existing 
skills and knowledge. 

• Teaching sequences to be well planned and 
clearly defined for groups and individuals from 
identified start points (March 2021 baselines and 
ongoing formative assessments) 

• Teaching to be very explicit, using small steps, 
from using focused Learning Objectives (WALT) 

and Success Criteria (WILF) 

• Teaching should be an interactive process 
through carefully crafted open and closed 
questioning 

• New learning must stem from firm foundations 
and these should be referenced with the children 

• Learning should be purposeful and cross-
curricular where possible and beneficial 

• Teaching to be continuously dynamic and 
adaptive to the needs of the cohort(s) during the 
lessons 

• Shorter bursts of new learning should be 
interleaved with previously taught information 

• Formative assessment will be a continuous 
process in each lesson, taking the courage to stop 
the learning for clarification or where there is 
misunderstanding 

 MP + AF July 21 



• Planned lesson sequences will use contain ‘low 
stakes’ testing through short tests/quizzes to 
confirm knowledge and understanding 

• During the lesson and by its end the teacher will 
identify those individuals who have struggled 
with the concept and these will receive ‘post 
teaching’ from a TA during the afternoon 

• Teacher will pre-empt those individuals who may 
require pre-teaching the day before new learning 
/ concepts will be introduced 

• Costs: 
o Quality first teaching 
o Additional teacher for 2 mornings per 

week to support learning across the 
school from terms 4 – 6 (£5000) 

     

B.) Targeted approaches 

Desired outcomes Approach and potential costs Impact (once reviewed) Staff 
Lead 

Review 
Date 

Support progress back to achieving 
ARE. 
 
Identifying any gaps in learning and 
filling them 
 
NELI programme to support language 
development for a small cohort of 
reception pupils who appeared at the 
start of the academic year to be 
behind with their oral language 
acquisition 

• Identify individuals for additional small group 
interventions in English and maths 

• Use summative assessments to establish what 
and who have needs 

• Small tuition groups to be created in English and 
maths for classes 3, 4 and 5 

• These groups to receive additional teaching / 
tutoring for an hour after school throughout 
terms 5 and 6 

• Costs £3000 

• A small group of pupils in Reception have been 
identified to be supported by the Nuffield Early 
Language Intervention programme (NELI) 

 All 
teachers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
KOS & 
AH 
 
 

July 21 



• A member of staff to be trained in how best to 
use the NELI programme 

• Training Cost £500 

• Additional TA support for up to two hours per 
week £900 

AH 

Improve the rate(s) of progress for 
specific SEND pupils 

• Identify SEND pupils in KS2 who may have fallen 
further behind than other SEND pupils due to 
lack of access / support during the previous 
‘lockdowns’ 

• A £1000 to be available for support 

 SL  

c.) Wider strategies 

Desired outcomes Approach and potential costs Impact (once reviewed) Staff 
Lead 

Review 
Date 

Maintain learning at home during 
periods of ‘lockdown’ and or isolation 

• Access for all during remote learning 

• Identify individuals who are deficient in 
technology at home which would cause them to 
not easily attend home learning sessions on-line 

• Issue laptops to these individuals who will work 
at home during restricted opening of schools 

• Use technician time to set the lap tops to work 
outside of school 

• Costs £500 

  July 21 

Support the mental wellbeing of 
parents during the pandemic 

• Wellbeing support to be offered, through an 
online training course, to all parents who request 
the session(s). 

• Costs £500 

 GJ  

     

Total approximate costings £11,400    

 

 

 


