
Today is the first of three stages writing a recount about your Christmas holidays which you will 

send to me on Friday. 

W.A.L.T.: write a recount. 

Can you recall what a recount is?  

A retelling of an event or an experience. 

You may choose to write about on event over Christmas, one day or the main highlights of the 

holiday: that is your choice. 

You need to show specific literary features in your recount. What do you think that these include? 

These will be an important part of your W.I.L.F. (What I’m Looking For). 

Features of a recount √ tick if you have shown 
this throughout your 
writing 

An introductory paragraph briefly stating the who, what where and when of the 
experience 

 

The events/experience are written in chronological order  
Written in the first person (I/we, my/our, mine/ours)  
Written in the past tense apart from reflections made in the concluding 
paragraph 

 

Descriptive language is used when writing about specific people, places and 
things (use the senses, expanded noun phrases, relative clauses, similes, 
metaphors, personification) 

 

Include emotions – how you or others felt  
Direct speech if it adds interesting information or amusement  
Time conjunctions to link events and paragraphs (only one then or next 
allowed). Even better as fronted adverbials: After the flaming Christmas pudding 
set Aunt Maud’s wig alight, Dad had to … 

 

Concluding Paragraph, summarising the whole event/experience and what you 
think about it 

 

 
 

The basics √ tick if you have shown 
this throughout your 
writing 

It should make sense  
The verb tense should be consistent  
Verbs should agree with their subjects  
Paragraphs  
Accurate punctuation to support the readers understanding  
Accurate spellings  
Joined-up handwriting  

Make a bullet point plan spending no longer than ten minutes on it. 

I suggest that you write your recount on every other line to make the proof reading (tomorrow) 

easier. 

Write between one and two pages (so two to four on every other line). 


