
The Anglo-Saxons created seven main kingdoms in 
England. They were led by local kings who fought each 
other to gain more land. 

The strongest kings were called ‘Bretwelda’ which 
means ‘Ruler of Britain’. These men claimed to be the 
king of all the English. These kings included:

Anglo-Saxon kings

Ethelbert of 
Kent

Redwald
of East 
Anglia 

Edwin of 
Northumbria

Offa of Mercia

By AD 800, Anglo-Saxon kings were Christians and 
traded with other kingdoms in Europe.



Anglo-Saxons and 
Vikings

Anglo-Saxon 
England
AD 780



What was life in England like before the Vikings 
arrived?



Towards the end of the 7th century the Anglo-Saxons, or the English as they 
were now known had become settled in England. They lived mainly in farming 
villages.

The Saxons

This picture shows a Anglo-Saxon village in West Stowe that has been 
reconstructed using evidence found by archaeologists.
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Saxon kings gave land to their followers. These men were called thanes. Thanes were 
very rich and powerful and were in charge of villages

Thanes



The thanes rented land to farmers called churls. The churls had to give the thanes 
some of their crops. The piece of land they rented were called hides.

Thanes and churls both owned slaves who worked for free.

Thanes and Churls



Religion and the monks 

The Anglo-Saxons were originally pagans but were slowly converted to Christianity 
and many wealthy Anglo-Saxons became monks. 
Monasteries were built all over the country on land given to them by the Anglo-
Saxon kings. 

The monks earned money by praying for 
the wealthy and by farming the vast 
amounts of land they owned. 

From 700 AD, the monasteries grew 
wealthy. The monks began to create 
beautiful works of art made from gold, 
silver, bronze and jewels.

They also created beautiful handwritten 
books called illuminated manuscripts.



Early Monasteries
The earliest monasteries were 
probably made from wood and 
therefore there is little evidence of 
their existence today. However, 
written histories of the time and 
archaeological evidence has shown 
us what life was like in these 
monasteries. 
Many monasteries were built on 
islands or by the coast so the monks 
could live a quiet life in prayer.

The first monks were hermits, and lived in isolated places, such as Sceilg Mhicil in 
Ireland where they lived and worked in round beehive huts.
These huts were weather proof as the stones fitted perfectly on top of each other 
The small opening for the door sheltered the monks from strong winds but gave
very little protection from Viking raiders.



The end of the 8th century

Life was generally settled towards the end of 
the 8th century for the Anglo-Saxons. There 
were regular battles with neighbouring 
kingdoms over land but there were no major 
wars with neighbouring countries. 

Life was hard and people died much younger 
than they do today. 

The Anglo-Saxons were good fighters but they 
were not prepared for the invasions that 
would soon be arriving from across the North 
Sea. 


