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Lead  Encourage Aspire   Respect Nurture 

  
Blockley C of E Primary School 

Special Educational Needs and Disabilities Policy (SEND Policy) 

 

Head Teacher: Mr M Pudifoot      contact via admin@blockleyschool.gloucs.sch.uk  

SENDCo: Mrs S Luff  s.luff@blockleyschool.gloucs.sch.uk NASENCO 

SEND Governor: Mrs L Taylor 

Designated Safeguarding Leads (DSL): Mr M Pudifoot, Ms K Davies, Mrs S Luff 

This policy is a working and reference document for the staff at Blockley C of E Primary School. It will be 

reviewed annually and is available to all staff, parents and necessary professionals. This policy has been 

written to comply with the Special Educational Needs and Disabilities Code of Practice 2014. 

Overarching Aims: 

At Blockley C of E Primary School, we believe that all pupils are entitled to an education that will enable 

them to develop their full potential, be that intellectual, physical, aesthetic, creative, emotional, spiritual 

or social, finding appropriate challenge in our learning environment. All pupils have individual needs, 

making personalised learning important for each and every one of our pupils. We aim to ensure we 

recognise and support the needs of all our children and raise the aspirations of every pupil. We will offer 

children the opportunities to generate their own learning and encourage resilience, critical thinking and 

independence in all children. 

 

1. Principles of this Policy 

The aims and objectives of implementing this policy are that every teacher, supported by the SENDCo, 

senior leaders, the governing board and support staff, is a teacher of every child including those with 

Special Educational Needs and Disability and those who are more able. In our whole school approach we 

will: 

• Create an environment and high-quality provision that meets the special educational needs of each 
child; 

• Provide a curriculum that is appropriate to the needs and abilities of all our children (including 
pupils with SEND or who are more able);   

• Ensure that the special educational needs of children are identified, assessed and provided for; 

Blockley School creates a caring environment where everyone is encouraged to be the 

best they can, with each child supported to love learning, develop resilience, respect 

difference, celebrate success and value others within a Christian environment. 

 

mailto:admin@blockleyschool.gloucs.sch.uk
mailto:s.luff@blockleyschool.gloucs.sch.uk
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• Focus on inclusive practice and removing barriers to learning; 

• Work collaboratively with all agencies (education, health and social care) involved with the child; 

• Enable all children to have full access to all elements of the school curriculum; 

• Enable and ensure that parents and carers participate as fully as possible in decision-making and 
supporting their child’s education; 

• Ensure that our children’s views, wishes and feelings and those of their families are taken into 
consideration; 

• Have high expectations and aspirations for children and young people with SEND and for our more 
able pupils; 

• Ensure that our children reach their full potential and become confident individuals living fulfilling 
lives and successfully prepare them for adulthood. 

• Identify pupils who have above average ability in one or more areas of the curriculum and provide 
enrichment or extension activities to engage them further with their learning, promote their skills 
and talents further and help promote their own self-efficacy. 
 

 
2. Definition of Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND)  
A child or young person has SEND if they have a learning difficulty or disability which calls for special 
educational provision to be made for him or her.  
A child at school age has a learning difficulty or disability if he or she:  
 
• has a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of others of the same age, or  

• has a disability which prevents or hinders him or her from making use of facilities of a kind generally 
provided for others of the same age in mainstream schools or mainstream post 16 institutions (p.16 Code 
of Practice 2014)  
  
3. Identifying SEND  
The benefits of early identification are widely recognised, where the need is identified and then effective 
provision made at the earliest point. This improves long-term outcomes for the child.  
 
A pupil has SEND where their learning difficulty or disability calls for special educational provision, namely 
provision different from or additional to that normally available to pupils of the same age. Some children 
and young people need educational provision that is additional to or different from this.  

Pupils’ current skills and levels of attainment are assessed on entry, building on information from previous 
settings and key stages where appropriate. All pupils have access to a broad and balanced curriculum. We 
set high expectations for every pupil, whatever their prior attainment. We use appropriate assessment to 
set targets which are deliberately ambitious. Potential areas of difficulty are identified and addressed at 
the outset. Lessons are planned to address potential areas of difficulty and to remove barriers to pupil 
achievement. Our school provides a focus on outcomes for our children; this does not always equate to 
hours of provision or support. 
 
Children and young people with disabilities 
Some children and young people who have SEND may have a disability under the Equality Act 2010 – that 
is ‘…a physical or mental impairment which has a long-term and substantial adverse effect on their ability 
to carry out normal day-to-day activities’. This definition provides a relatively low threshold and includes 
more children than many realise: ‘long-term’ is defined as ‘a year or more’ and ‘substantial’ is defined as 
‘more than minor or trivial’. This definition includes sensory impairments such as those affecting sight or 
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hearing, and long-term health conditions such as asthma, diabetes, epilepsy, and cancer. Children and 
young people with such conditions do not necessarily have SEND, but there is a significant overlap 
between children and young people with disabilities and those with SEND. Where a child or young person 
with a disability requires special educational provision they will also be covered by the SEND definition.   
 
4. The role of the SENDCo 
Our SENDCo has an important role to play with senior leaders and the governing board, in determining the 
strategic development of SEN policy and provision in the school.  
 
The key responsibilities of the SENDCo include:  
• overseeing the day-to-day operation of the school’s SEND policy; 
• co-ordinating provision for children with SEND and advising on the graduated approach for SEND 
support;  
• advising on the deployment of the school’s delegated budget and other resources to meet pupils’ needs 
effectively;  
• liaising with parents/carers of pupils with SEND and the class teacher; 
• liaising with early years providers, other schools, educational psychologists, health and social care 
professionals, and independent or voluntary bodies;  
• being a key point of contact with external agencies, especially the local authority and its support services; 
• liaising with potential next providers of education to ensure a pupil and their parents/carers are informed 
about options and a smooth transition is planned;  
• working with the senior leaders and school governors to ensure that the school meets its responsibilities 
under the Equality Act (2010) with regard to reasonable adjustments and access arrangements; 
• ensuring that the school keeps the records of all pupils with SEND up to date. 
 

 
 

How are we going to do it? 
 

5. Identifying and providing for pupils who have special educational needs and/or additional needs 
 
For some children, SEND can be identified at an early age. However, for other children difficulties become 
evident only as they develop. We are alert to emerging difficulties and respond early. We listen, value and 
understand when parents/carers express concerns about their child’s development. We also listen to and 
address any concerns raised by children themselves.  
 
Where there are concerns, we assess to determine whether there are any causal factors such as 
undiagnosed learning difficulties, difficulties with communication or mental health issues. If it is thought 
housing, family or other domestic circumstances may be contributing to the presenting behaviour, a multi-
agency approach may be appropriate. In all cases, early identification and intervention can significantly 
reduce the use of more complex intervention at a later stage.  
 
We are alert to other events that can lead to learning difficulties or wider mental health difficulties, such as 
bullying or bereavement. Such events will not always lead to children having SEND but can have an impact 
on well-being and sometimes this can be severe. We ensure we make appropriate provision for a child’s 
short-term needs in order to prevent problems escalating.  
 
Slow progress and low attainment do not necessarily mean that a child has SEND and does not 
automatically lead to a pupil being recorded as having SEND. However, they may be an indicator of a range 
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of learning difficulties or disabilities. Equally, it is not assumed that attainment in line with chronological 
age means that there is no learning difficulty or disability. We recognise that some learning difficulties and 
disabilities occur across the range of cognitive ability and, left unaddressed may lead to frustration, which 
may manifest itself as disaffection, emotional or behavioural difficulties.  
 
Identifying and assessing SEND for children whose first language is not English (EAL) requires particular 
care. Difficulties related solely to limitations in English as an additional language are not SEND. 
 
When reviewing and managing special educational provision the broad areas of need and support outlined 
below are taken into account, and we review how well-equipped we are to provide support across these 
areas. These four broad areas give an overview of the range of needs. The purpose of identification is to 
work out what action we need to take, not to fit a pupil into a category. Children often have needs that cut 
across all these areas and their needs may change over time. The support provided to an individual is 
based on a full understanding of their particular strengths and needs and seeks to address them all using 
well-evidenced interventions targeted at their areas of difficulty and where necessary specialist 
equipment. 
 
 

Broad Areas of Need 
 

Speech, Language and Communication Needs. 
Children with speech, language and communication needs (SLCN) have difficulty in communicating with 
others. This may be because they have difficulty saying what they want to, understanding what is being 
said to them or they do not understand or use social rules of communication. The profile for every child 
with SLCN is different and their needs may change over time. They may have difficulty with one, some or 
all of the different aspects of speech, language or social communication at different times of their lives.  
Children with ASD (Autistic Spectrum Disorder), are likely to have particular difficulties with social 
interaction. They may also experience difficulties with language, communication and imagination, which 
can impact on how they relate to others.  
 
Cognition and learning. 
Support for learning difficulties may be required when children learn at a slower pace than their peers, 
even with appropriate differentiation. Learning difficulties cover a wide range of needs, including 
moderate learning difficulties (MLD), severe learning difficulties (SLD), where children are likely to need 
support in all areas of the curriculum and associated difficulties with mobility and communication, through 
to profound and multiple learning difficulties (PMLD), where children are likely to have severe and complex 
learning difficulties as well as a physical disability or sensory impairment. Specific learning difficulties 
(SpLD), affect one or more specific aspects of learning. This encompasses a range of conditions such as 
dyslexia, dyscalculia and dyspraxia.  
 
Social, emotional and mental health difficulties. 
Children may experience a wide range of social and emotional difficulties which manifest themselves in 
many ways. These may include becoming withdrawn or isolated, as well as displaying challenging, 
disruptive or disturbing behaviour. These behaviours may reflect underlying mental health difficulties such 
as anxiety or depression, self-harming, substance misuse, eating disorders or physical symptoms that are 
medically unexplained. Other children may have disorders such as attention deficit disorder (ADD), 
attention deficit hyperactive disorder (ADHD) or attachment disorder (AD).  
 
Sensory and/or physical needs. 
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Some children require special educational provision because they have a disability which prevents or 
hinders them from making use of the educational facilities generally provided. These difficulties can be age 
related and may fluctuate over time. Many children with vision impairment (VI), hearing impairment (HI) or 
a multi-sensory impairment (MSI) will require specialist support and/or equipment to access their learning, 
or habilitation support. Children with an MSI have a combination of vision and hearing difficulties.  
Some with a physical disability (PD) require additional ongoing support and equipment to access all the 
opportunities available to their peers. 
 
What is NOT SEND but may impact on progress and attainment;  

• Disability ( the Code of Practice outlines the “reasonable adjustment“ duty for all settings and 
schools provided under current Disability Equality legislation – these alone do not constitute SEN)  

• Attendance and Punctuality  

• Health and Welfare  

• EAL  

• Being in receipt of Pupil Premium Grant  

• Being a Looked After Child  

• Being a child of Serviceman/woman 

• Behaviour ( this is a underlying response to one of the four broad areas of need) 

 
 
6. SEND support in our school 
 
For children aged two or more, special educational provision is educational or training provision that is 
additional to or different from that made generally for other children or young people of the same age by 
mainstream schools, maintained nursery schools, mainstream post-16 institutions or by relevant early years 
providers. A child under compulsory school age has special educational needs if he or she is likely to fall 
within the definition above when they reach compulsory school age or would do so if special educational 
provision was not made for them (Section 20 Children and Families Act 2014). (p.16 COP).  
 
All children are entitled to an education that enables them to make progress so that they achieve their 
best, become confident individuals living fulfilling lives, and make a successful transition into adulthood, 
whether into employment, further or higher education or training.  
 
Our school:  

• does its best to ensure that the necessary provision is made for any pupil who has special 
educational needs - this means doing everything it can to meet children and young people’s SEND - 
determining the policy and establishing the appropriate staffing and funding arrangements; 

• makes sure all reasonable adjustments are made to ensure that a pupil with special educational 
needs joins in the activities of the school together with pupils who do not have SEND; 

• designates a teacher to be responsible for co-ordinating SEND provision; the SEND co-ordinator 
(SENDCo); 

• ensures parents/carers and the pupil are informed and involved when the school is making special 
educational provision for their children; 

• and makes arrangements for the admission of disabled children. 
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Mrs L Taylor from our Governing board has specific oversight of the school’s arrangements for SEN and 
disability. The Governors, Head and SENDCo regularly review how SEND expertise and resources are used 
to build the quality of whole-school provision as part of our approach to school improvement.  
 
School leaders and teaching staff, including the SENDCo, identify any patterns in the identification of SEND, 
both within the school and in comparison with National data, and use these to reflect on and reinforce the 
quality of teaching. The identification of SEND is built into the overall approach to monitoring the progress 
and development of all pupils.  
 
SEND Support 
Our teachers are responsible and accountable for the progress and development of the pupils in their 
class, including where pupils access support from teaching assistants or specialist staff.  
In deciding whether to make special educational provision, the teacher and SENDCo consider all of the 
information gathered from within the school about the pupil’s progress, alongside National data and 
expectations of progress.  
This information gathering includes an early discussion with the pupil and their parents/carers. These early 
discussions are structured in such a way that they develop a good understanding of the pupil’s areas of 
strength and difficulty, the parents’/carers’ concerns, the agreed outcomes sought for the child and the 
next steps. This helps determine the support that is needed and whether it can be provided by adapting 
the school’s core offer or whether something different or additional is required.  
A date for reviewing progress is agreed and the parent/carer, pupil and teaching staff are clear about how 
they will help the pupil reach the expected outcomes. The overriding purpose of this early action is to help 
the pupil achieve the identified outcomes and remove any barriers to learning. Where it is decided that a 
pupil does have SEND, the decision is recorded in the school records and the pupil’s parents are formally 
informed that SEND Support is being made. Our arrangements for supporting children who are Looked 
After by the Local Authority and have SEND follow this policy and the LA’s policy for Children Looked After.  
 
 This SEND support will take the form of a four-part cycle through which earlier decisions and actions are 
revisited, refined and revised with a growing understanding of the pupil’s needs and of what supports the 
pupil in making good progress and securing good outcomes. This is known as the graduated approach. It 
draws on more detailed approaches, more frequent review and more specialist expertise in successive 
cycles in order to match interventions to the SEND of children and young people.  

Assess  

In identifying a child as needing SEN support the class teacher and the SENDCO, will carry out a clear 
analysis of the pupil’s needs. This should draw on the teacher’s/teaching assistant’s assessment and 
experience of the pupil, his or her previous progress and attainment, as well as information from the 
school’s core approach to pupil progress, attainment, and behaviour. It should also draw on other 
teachers’ assessments where relevant, the individual’s development in comparison to their peers and 
National data, the views and experience of parents/carers, the pupil’s own views and, if relevant, advice 
from external support services. We will take seriously any concerns raised by a parent/carer. These should 
be recorded and compared to our own assessment and information on how the pupil is developing.  

In some cases, outside professionals from Health or Social Services may already be involved with the child. 
These professionals should liaise with the school to help inform the assessments. Where professionals are 
not already working with school staff the SENDCo should contact them if the parents agree.  

Plan  
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 Where it is decided to provide a pupil with SEND support, the parents/carers will be formally notified, 
although parents/carers will have already been involved in forming the assessment of needs. The teacher 
and the SENDCO will agree in consultation with the parent/carer and the pupil the adjustments, 
interventions and support to be put in place, as well as the expected impact on progress, development or 
behaviour, along with a clear date for review.  

All teachers and support staff who work with the pupil will be made aware of his or her needs, the 
outcomes sought, the support provided and any teaching strategies or approaches that are required. This 
will be recorded on a My Plan. 

Parents/carers will be fully aware of the planned support and interventions and, where appropriate, plans 
will seek parental involvement to reinforce or contribute to progress at home.  

Do  

The class teacher will remain responsible for working with the child on a daily basis. Where the 
interventions involve group or one-to-one teaching away from the main class teacher, they will still retain 
responsibility for the pupil. They will work closely with any teaching assistants or specialist staff involved, 
to plan and assess the impact of support and interventions and how they can be linked to classroom 
teaching. The SENDCo will support the teacher in further assessment of the child’s particular strengths and 
weaknesses, in problem solving and advising on the effective implementation of support. 

 

Review  

The effectiveness of the support and interventions and their impact on the pupil’s progress will be 
reviewed in line with the agreed date.  

The impact and quality of the support and interventions will be evaluated, along with the views of the pupil 
and their parents. This will feed back into the analysis of the pupil’s needs. The class teacher, working with 
the SENDCO, will revise the support in light of the pupil’s progress and development, deciding on any 
changes to the support and outcomes in consultation with the parent and pupil.  

Parents/carers will have clear information about the impact of the support and interventions provided, 
enabling them to be involved in planning next steps.  

Where a pupil has an EHC plan, the local authority will review that plan as a minimum every twelve 
months. Our school will co-operate with the Local Authority in the review process and, as part of the 
review. 

 

Transition 

SEND Support includes planning and preparation for the transitions between phases of education. To 
support transition, the school shares information and plans arrangements for supporting children in 
moving between phases of education. We engage with local pre-schools and secondary schools to help 
plan for these transitions. 

 
 
Involving specialists  



8 
 

Blockley Educational Academy SEND Policy  agreed17.11.20 to be reviewed in November 2021 

Where a pupil continues to make less than expected progress, despite evidence based support and 
interventions that are matched to the pupil’s area of need, the school considers involving specialists. We 
may involve specialists at any point to advise us on early identification of SEND and effective support and 
interventions. We always involve a specialist where a pupil continues to make little or no progress or 
where they continue to work at levels substantially below those expected of pupils of a similar age despite 
evidence-based SEND support delivered by appropriately trained staff. The pupil’s parents are involved in 
any decision to involve specialists. The involvement of specialists and what was discussed or agreed is 
recorded and shared with the parents/carers and teaching staff supporting the child in the same way as 
other SEND support.  
Where assessment indicates that support from specialist services is required, we aim for the children to 
receive it as quickly as possible. Gloucestershire’s Local Offer sets out clearly what support is available from 
different services and how it may be accessed. Our school works closely with the Local Authority to agree 
the range of local services and clear arrangements for making appropriate requests.  
 
Such specialist services include, but are not limited to:  
 
• Educational Psychologists;  
• Children and Young People Services (CYPS – formally known as CAMHS); 
• specialist teachers or support services, including specialist teachers for children with hearing and vision 
impairment , including multi-sensory impairment, and for those with a physical disability; 
• therapists (including speech and language therapists, occupational therapists and physiotherapists). 
 
The SENDCO and class teacher, together with the specialists, and the pupil’s parents/carers consider a 
range of evidence-based and effective teaching approaches, appropriate equipment, strategies and 
interventions in order to support the child’s progress. They agree the outcomes to be achieved through the 
support, including a date by which progress will be reviewed.  
 
 

Involving parents/carers and pupils in planning and reviewing progress  
We provide a written Annual Report for parents/carers on their child’s progress for all children in school, in 
addition to two smaller mid-year reports. Where a pupil is receiving SEN Support, we talk to parents 
regularly to set clear outcomes and review progress towards them, discuss the activities and support that 
will help achieve them, and identify the responsibilities of the parent, the pupil and the school. This 
information is reflected on the My Plan, which is updated 3 times a year. We offer meetings to all 
parents/carers formally at least three times each year, through a mixture of Parents’ Evenings and 
arranged My Plan meetings. The My Plan discussions are led by the class teacher, supported by the 
SENDCo where appropriate. It provides an opportunity for the parent/carer to share their thoughts and, 
together with the class teacher, agree their aspirations for the pupil. The views of the pupil are included in 
these discussions. 
A record of the outcomes, action and support agreed through the discussion are kept and shared with all 
the appropriate school staff. A copy of this is given to the pupil’s parents/carers.  
If it is agreed by the school, parents/carers and any agencies working with the pupil, that the pupil is now 
working in line with their peers and their learning can be met by high quality first teaching suitably 
differentiated and personalised, then the pupil can be removed from SEND Support records. 
 
My Assessment and My Plan+ 
If it becomes clear, following the review and adjustment of My Plan, that it is not meeting the needs of the 
child, a My Assessment will be completed by the SENDCo in consultation with the child’s parent/carer and 
class teacher. The SENDCo, with permission from the parent/carer may seek additional support from other 
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practitioners. (See ‘Involving Specialists’ above). Each specialist involved will recommend outcomes and 
actions for the child, and these will be integrated to form a holistic overview of the child’s needs in one 
form – the My Plan+, and agreed at a Team Around the Child meeting. The My Plan+ will be reviewed with 
the parent/carer and other agencies at regular intervals, and new outcomes and actions set to take 
account of the child’s developing needs. 

 

Requesting an Education, Health and Care needs assessment  
SEND support is adapted or replaced depending on how effective it has been in achieving the agreed 
outcomes. Where, despite the school having taken relevant and purposeful action to identify, assess and 
meet the SEND of the child, the child has not made expected progress, the school or parents/carers should 
consider requesting an Education, Health and Care needs assessment. To inform its decision the local 
authority will expect to see evidence of the action taken by the school as part of SEND Support. An 
Education, Health and Care (EHC) Plan is requested where the child’s additional needs can no longer be 
met without additional resources. Details of the process of applying for an EHC Plan can be found on the 
Gloucestershire County Council website. (www.gloucestershire.gov.uk) 
 

Supporting pupils at school with medical conditions 
The school recognises that pupils at school with medical conditions should be properly supported so that 
they have full access to education, including school day and residential visits as well as physical education. 
Some children with medical conditions may be disabled and where this is the case the school will comply 
with its duties under the Equality Act 2010. Some may also have special educational needs (SEND) and may 
have a statement, or Education, Health and Care (EHC) plan which brings together health and social care 
needs, as well as their special educational provision and the SEND Code of Practice (2014) is followed.  

 

Training and resources 
Most of the funding to support children with additional needs, including pupils with SEN and disabilities, is 
determined by the local authority’s funding formula. This notional SEND budget is an amount of money 
delegated as part of the whole school budget to meet the needs of all pupils with SEND, at all but the most 
exceptional levels of need. It is not linked to individual pupils. We use these funds to meet the needs of 
pupils with SEND, as outlined in this policy. The Local Authority may need to provide additional top up 
funding in specific cases.  
 

In order to maintain and develop the quality of teaching and provision to respond to the strengths and 
needs of all pupils, all staff are encouraged to undertake training and development. All teachers and 
support staff undertake induction on taking up a post and this includes a meeting with the SENDCo to 
explain the systems and structures in place around the school’s SEND provision and practice, and to discuss 
the needs of individual pupils. The school’s SENDCo regularly attends cluster and network meetings in 
order to keep up to date with local and national developments in SEND. 

 

The SENDCo coordinates in-house training for teaching staff and teaching assistants to ensure staff are 
best equipped to support the differing needs of individual pupils. 

 
7. Storing and Managing Information 
 
Use of data and record keeping  
The provision made for pupils with SEND is recorded accurately and kept up to date. This includes details of 
additional or different provision made under SEN support. All details are confidential and will only be 
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shared with the relevant practitioners in our school; there may be occasions where we feel it would be 
beneficial for outside agencies to have access to the records but we will always seek permission from the 
child’s parent/carer first where possible.   
Personal data collected is processed and maintained in accordance with our Data Protection Policy and the 
requirements of the General Data Protection (GDPR).  Information about how data is used and the basis for 
processing personal data is provided in our privacy notices on our School website.  
We ensure that we have accurate information to evidence the SEN support that has been provided over 
the pupil’s time in the school, as well as its impact. Our information systems monitor the progress and 
development of all pupils. 
As outlined in ‘Involving parents and pupils in planning and reviewing progress’, the school shares this 
information with parents/carers. We share tracking data showing the pupil’s progress and My Plan that 
enables parents/carers to see the support that has been provided.  
In addition, our class Provision Maps show all the provision that the school makes which is additional to 
and different from that which is offered through the school’s curriculum. The use of our provision maps 
help the SENDCo to maintain an overview of the programmes and interventions used with different groups 
of pupils and provide a basis for monitoring the levels of intervention, evaluating their impact on pupil 
progress, and adapting interventions or meeting training needs where needed. This ensures the most 
effective approaches are adopted widely across the school.  
 
 
8. Accessibility 
 
Statutory Responsibilities  
The Disability Discrimination Act, as amended by the SEN and Disability Act 2001, placed a duty on all 
schools and Local Authorities to plan to increase over time the accessibility of schools for disabled pupils 
and to implement their plans.  

Schools are required to produce Accessibility Plans for their individual school. We also have Personal 
Evacuation Plans for any member of our school who has accessibility needs; these can be seen on request 
by the parent/carer of that child. 

 

9. Supporting the needs of our more able pupils in school 
 
The Department for Children, Schools and Families (DCSF), predecessor of the Department for Education 
(DfE), defines able learners as: 
 

“children and young people with one or more abilities developed to a level significantly ahead of 
their year group (or with potential to develop those abilities).” 
 

The terms ‘more able’ and ‘most able’ are interchangeable. Ofsted now uses the term ’most able’ instead 
of ‘gifted and talented’.  
 
On 18th March 2011, the DfE findings showed that most able pupils can: 
 

• “enjoy a creative and sometimes more cross curricular approach to teaching and learning; 
they often have a passionate interest in a particular area, for example a specific period of 
history or aspect of science; 

• Become more acutely aware of their progress and rapidly become despondent if they start 
to fall behind their peers; 

• Have less emotional maturity, despite being academically more able; 
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• Have more diverse learning preferences and approaches and therefore need a wider variety 
of teaching strategies; 

• Find it difficult to fit in and work with their peers; 

• Only do minimum amount of work, if not sufficiently academically stretched; they need to 
be ‘pushed to deeper’ thinking; 

• Have disparity between their cognitive ability and their written outcomes as they can be 
impatient with the process of writing.” 

 
What we do 

• We plan our teaching and learning in such a way that we enable each to reach for the highest level 
of personal achievement.  Being mindful of our most able learners helps to ensure that we 
recognise and support the needs of those children in our school who have been identified as ‘more 
able’, (formerly ‘gifted’ and ‘talented’) according to national guidelines. 

• We value the individuality of all our children. The aims of our school make specific reference to 
teaching and learning that considers the needs of all children.  We also identify the commitment to 
giving all our children every opportunity to achieve the highest of standards.  This section guides 
the way in which this happens for our more able children. 

 
Identification of More Able and Very Able Children 

• We use a range of strategies to identify more able and very able children.  The identification 
process is ongoing and begins when the child joins our school.  Each child’s pre-school record gives 
details of their achievements and interests in particular areas.  Discussions with parents and carers 
enable us to add further details to these records. From this, we can identify who are most likely to 
be more able. 

• Throughout Reception, Key Stage 1 and 2, class teachers use prior attainment and current 
performance to identify children that may be most able and use on-going tracking and assessments 
to monitor progress and to ensure challenge continues to be provided through quality first teaching 
in the classroom and enrichment opportunities. 

• The children complete their EYFS in Reception and undertake national tests in Year 2 and Year 6. 
EYFS and Y2 data provides teachers with a benchmark to identify those who are most able and 
working at greater depth within the curriculum. Teachers also make regular assessments of each 
child’s progress in all subjects of the new National Curriculum in accordance with assessment 
without levels. We compare the information from these assessments where possible with a range 
of national and Local Authority data, in order to ensure that each child is making appropriate 
progress.  

• Parents are kept informed of their child’s progress through the use of annual and interim reports to 
parents and parent/carers’ evenings. 
 
 

4 Characteristics of an able child 

• Most able pupils are a diverse group and their range of attainment will be varied. They are more 
likely than most pupils to: 

• Think quickly and accurately 

• Work systematically 

• Generate creative working solutions 

• Work flexible, processing unfamiliar information and applying knowledge, experience and 
insight to unfamiliar situations 

• Communicate their thoughts and ideas well 

• Be determined, diligent and interested in uncovering patterns 
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• Be particularly creative 

• Show great sensitivity or empathy 

• Demonstrate particular physical dexterity or skill 

• Make sound judgements 

• Be outstanding leaders or team members 

• Be fascinated by, or passionate about, a particular subject or aspect of the curriculum 

• Demonstrate high levels of attainment across a range of subjects or within a particular 
subject or aspect(s) of work 

• Be able to use a high level of mastery in order to work with the curriculum objectives taught 

• It is important to recognise that not all most able pupils are obvious achievers. Many actually 
underachieve – their potential is masked by factors such as frustration, low self-esteem, special 
educational needs, lack of challenge, and low teacher/parent expectations. At Blockley C of E 
Primary School, we are committed to ensuring that the provision for most able children is of equal 
priority to other areas of SEND. 

 
Disadvantaged most able pupils 

• As with all pupils, the school is committed to ensuring that most able pupils are fully challenged to 
achieve their potential through quality first teaching. Blockley C of E Primary School will ensure that 
disadvantaged most able pupils are provided with opportunities to not only access and embrace 
the curriculum, but to experience learning and life skills that will develop their whole being as a 
child. Experiences can include additional sports, music, Arts, or simply new experiences that may 
not be available to help them because of financial constraints or difficulty. Our aim is to help our 
children grow existing talents and help them identify new ones. These opportunities can be 
provided in and/or outside of school hours. 
 

Provision 

• Our teachers plan carefully to meet the needs of all our children. We give all children the 
opportunity to show what they know, understand and can do, and we achieve this in a variety of 
ways when planning for children’s learning. We use a mastery curriculum. Mastery is how a child 
can apply much of the curriculum as a whole in more in-depth and complex, cross-objective, multi-
modal methods with interleaving opportunities to use and apply prior knowledge and 
understanding.  

• Children are familiarised with a variety of organisational strategies as they move through the 
school. These include fluent in five and 10 in 10 for maths, NCETM Ready to Progress criteria, 
VIPERS for reading (vocabulary, infer, predict, explain, retrieve, sequence or summarise) and high 
quality and ambitious texts used for whole class reading. With our curriculum maps, we aim to 
involve links across subjects where practical and include local study opportunities. 

• We offer a range of extra-curricular activities for our children. These activities offer higher achievers 
(indeed all our pupils) the opportunity to further extend their learning in a range of activities. 
Opportunities include a range of sporting, musical and computing clubs. 

• Learning is further enriched through regular homework activities linked to the work being 
undertaken in classes. 

• The children are given the opportunity to experience a range of educational visits and residential 
trips that further enrich and develop learning and soft skills. 

• We promote celebration of achievements by asking pupils to bring in awards/certificates that they 
have achieved out-of-school. 

• We plan enrichment weeks, providing wider challenge and opportunity. 

• We invite external visitors into school covering a range of disciplines, from the Arts to music, sport, 
literacy etc. 
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• We offer opportunities for some of our pupils to attend events held at other institutions, such as 
local secondary schools to provide enrichment for our most able pupils. 

• We offer opportunities for independent learning where pupils organise and evaluate their own 
work and become self-critical. 

• We use peer learning and peer support to enable our children, including our most able children, to 
develop their understanding further by creating opportunities to explain and reason with other 
pupils. 

• We use high order questioning to challenge pupils’ understanding, and encourage children to 
explain their thinking; encouraging meta-cognition by helping them to understand how they learn 
to promote deeper thinking and understanding. 

 
Monitoring and Review Strategies 

• Class teachers keep regular records of the attainment and progress for all pupils in their classes for 
reading, writing and mathematics. Teachers discuss children’s progress with parents at the termly 
parents/carers’ evenings and report to parents via termly reports and Annual reports. All Subject 
Leads use their subject data analysis to form action points for the next academic year. 

• Most able lead 

• There is a nominated teacher who coordinates the provision and practice within the school 
for most able pupils. This co-ordinator’s role includes: 

• Maintaining an up-to-date more able register; 

• Monitoring teachers’ planning to ensure that suitable tasks and activities are being 
undertaken by more able children across all curriculum areas and that these pupils are 
highlighted on planning as having a SEN; 

• Regularly reviewing the teaching arrangements for more able children; 

• Monitoring the progress of more able children through discussions with teachers; 

• Supporting staff in the identification of more able children; 

• Providing advice and support to staff on teaching and learning strategies for more able 
children; 

• Liaison with parents, governors and LA officers on issues related to more able children; 

• Ensuring that opportunities beyond the school are given, where possible, to provide 
enrichment for our more able pupils, including those who are disadvantaged more able 
pupils. 

 
 
Compliments and Complaints 

Complaints relating to the provision for pupils with SEND will be dealt with, in the first instance, by the 
Headteacher. The SEND Governor and/or the Chair of Governors may be involved if necessary. In the case 
of an unresolved complaint the LA may be involved. Parents/carers will be informed of the complaints 
procedure and support will be given, if required, to help them through the process. 
 
Bullying and SEND / more able pupils 
Please visit the website to view our school’s Anti -Bullying policy.  
 
Safeguarding and SEND/more able pupils 
Please visit the website to view our school’s Safeguarding policy. 
 
Other policies and documents that should be read in conjunction with this SEND Policy are: 

• Pupils with Medical Conditions Policy  
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• Behaviour Policy  
• Accessibility Plan  

 
Review  
The SEND Governor, the Headteacher and SENDCo will liaise to ensure optimum use of resources, will 
monitor the policy by the examination of children’s progress, and ensure that this policy is reviewed 
annually.   
 
 
Covid-19 addendum 
Due to Covid-19 and its impact on educational establishments, the timings of some of the Assessment, Plan, 
Do and Review (ADPR) cycle may be disrupted due to lockdowns or isolating bubbles or pupils. Wherever 
possible, close liaison with parents/carers will continue regarding their child’s SEND, but this may not be 
advisable in person, and may need to be via video conferencing or telephone. 
 
 


