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The purpose of this policy is: 
 

 To outline clearly what is meant by ‘homework’ 

 To provide staff, governors and parents/carers with the required information on 
homework procedures 

 To outline the organisation of homework within the school. 
 
What is homework? 

 
Homework refers to any work or activities which pupils are asked to do outside school time, 
either on their own or with parents or carers. 
 
Through this policy and homework in Blockley Church of England Primary School we aim to:  
 

 Consolidate and reinforce skills and understanding particularly in numeracy and 
literacy. 

 Encourage children to develop skills of independent learning; 

 Prepare the children for  the routines of homework in the secondary school; 

 Ensure that the needs of individual pupils are taken into account; 

 Ensure that the correct development of homework takes place as the children move 
through school and to be aware that the purpose of homework changes as the 
children get older. 

 Provide opportunities for parents/carers, pupils and school to work together. 

 Enable parents/carers to gain a better understanding of their child’s education and 
progress. 

 
Foundation and Key Stage 1 (4-7 years) 
 
Regular reading is vital.  We encourage daily reading with parents and carers and the sharing 
of books. We ask that parents/carers record in their child’s reading record when they have 
read. We will do the same.  As well as a partnership in reading the children will practise learn 
spellings and times table facts (when appropriate). In addition, weekly written homework will 
be set for English and Maths. Timetables for individual classes will be given to parents /carers 
in Term 1. 
 
Key Stage 2 (8-11 years) 
 
At KS2 we hope to encourage the children to become more independent in their learning and 
to encourage good study habits.  Key Stage 2 classes use a homework book to set homework 
tasks. The regular tasks will focus on numeracy, literacy, spelling and times table/division 
facts. Regular reading support also remains vital with the sharing and discussion of books 
continuing. Occasionally other tasks may be set relating to science, history and geography.  
In addition, children will be asked to research areas of interest relevant to class topics. 
 
 
Children with special educational needs will be given work at an appropriate level which will 
be manageable for them.   
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Homework Provision 
 
Each class teacher will set up a class routine for homework.  For example, Maths might be 
given out every Tuesday.   The class teacher will inform parents/carers of what homework to 
expect on particular days.  Within year groups the children will: 
 

 Within reason receive the same quantity of homework although the days the 
homework is given out may vary from class to class within the year group. 

 Not be set ‘new work’ 

 Set out and complete the work as they would in class. 
 
 
The role of parents and carers in supporting the children 
 
Parents and carers will be encouraged to: 
 

 Provide a suitable place in which the children can do their homework and encourage 
their child to do a little each night to avoid overload. 

 Make it clear to the children that they value homework and support the school. 

 Encourage and praise the children. 

 Support reading records by checking and signing. 

 Inform the teacher if their child does not understand the work. 
 
Feedback and Marking 
 

 Constructive feedback from parents/carers and teachers is important.  Teachers and 
parents/carers are encouraged to write comments in the children’s books or diaries in 
order to maintain communications between home and school.  Of course, there may 
be rare circumstances throughout the child’s time at Blockley School when homework 
cannot be completed due to an unforeseen emergency/crisis at home.  Liaison 
between home and school is vital at these times to avoid any misunderstanding.   

 The children’s work will be marked on a regular basis and comments made if 
required. 

 On occasions the children will mark their own or each other’s work. 

 Particular achievements will be noted inside and outside of class in assemblies, on 
star charts etc. 

 All children must complete homework.  If it is not handed in, the teacher may use their 
discretion and keep the child in during break or lunchtime.  If the homework is not 
completed on a regular basis the teacher may contact the parents/carers using an 
official school letter.  If this fails, the teacher will then contact the Head Teacher who 
will then decide upon the appropriate action. 

 
Monitoring and Evaluation 
 
The class teacher will be responsible for day to day monitoring and evaluation of homework 
tasks – assessment of – suitability of – meeting pupils’ needs.  It will be necessary to review 
this policy and how effective it is and an on-going evaluation programme is required. 
 

 Each term a sample of books may be taken and monitored by the senior 
management team and head teacher. 

 Part of a staff meeting may be set aside to discuss the policy’s effectiveness. 
 
Criteria for Success 
  
This will rely heavily on the observations of teachers and comments from parents/carers.  
However it is important that: 
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 Work is understood and completed on a regular basis. 

 The work completed is of the quality and quantity expected from the child. 

 Improved levels of independence demonstrated by certain children. 
 
 
 
Agreed by Governors  
 
 

 


