
Class 5’s Programme of Work for Autumn Term 2019 

 Term 1: 5th September to 19th October                   Term 2: 29th October to 21st December  

Our theme for both terms is Ancient Greece, and wherever possible, subjects will be linked with it. 

English 
Our class novel is Who Let the Gods Out by Maz Evans; it is a contemporary novel about a boy with an ill mother and 
whose farm is under threat. A shooting star heralds the arrival of Virgo, swiftly followed by numerous Ancient Greek 
gods, and so the adventures begin! Our reading sessions will closely look at the text with some specific objectives. 
These include understanding higher-level vocabulary in context; retrieving information directly from the text; inferring, 
which is a skill requiring reading between the lines to make credible deductions about what the author is implying; 
making plausible predictions; summarising paragraphs, longer passages and chapters and explaining and justifying 
opinions. A great deal of this work is done through discussion and I am already challenging the children to speak in 
coherent sentences that make sense and offer justifications. (We often anticipate what a child is going to say and 
deprive them of the opportunities to fully formulate thoughts and articulate them; however, until they are successful at 
this skill, they are unable to communicate effectively – a life skill.) 
Clearly, there are strong links with our history topic and we shall be basing some writing on Who Let the Gods Out as 
the terms unfold but initially we are going to be focusing on some underpinning writing skills. Being able to write with 
legible, joined-up handwriting at speed is expected in years 5 and 6 so we are giving some time to this skill. Basic 
punctuation and grammar are being revised to ensure all of the class have the non-negotiable skills, knowledge and 
understandings that will enable us to concentrate on the more complex elements of grammar and punctuation that are 
expected of this age group. Two of our larger writes this term will be a comparison text and an Ancient Greek Myth. 

Mathematics 
A solid sense of number and place value are foundational skills in supporting the more challenging maths in years 5, 6 
and beyond; therefore, this will be our first main focus of the term after studying the Roman numeral number system.   
Working with numbers up to 1 million in Year 5 and 10 million in Year 6, we shall be embedding the skills of reading, 
writing, ordering and comparing numbers and determining the value of each digit. Additionally, children are expected to 
fluently count forwards or backwards in powers of 10 for any given number up to 1 000 000, round any whole number up 
to the nearest 10, 100, 1000, 10 000 and 100 000 and plot them on a scale. Furthermore, interpreting negative numbers 
in context, counting forwards and backwards with positive and negative whole numbers, including through zero and 
solve number problems and practical problems that involve all of the above are on the agenda. Whenever it is possible 
we are linking our maths to our topic to give it additional relevance. 
Building on all of the aforementioned, our learning will move on to addition and subtraction before covering multiplication 
and division. There should be strong focus on problem solving and reasoning, which means it is essential to be able to 
instantly recall multiplication and division facts, multiples and factors, halves and doubles and multiplying and dividing by 
powers of 10 up to 1000 to be successful in more involved maths. If your child is still struggling in these areas please 
practise these skills in short bursts regularly. In addition, we shall be spending some time every day working on mental 
arithmetic. 
Finally, at the end of term, we shall have some fun with Christmas coordinates, learning how to plot and read 
coordinates in all quadrants and reflect and translate shapes.   

Science 
Whenever possible, science will be hands on. Learning to work scientifically is an important part of the science 
curriculum; hence, designing fair experiments and investigations will be a key part of our learning. Our first topic, light, is 
already well underway. We have been conducting investigations to support our theory that light appears to travel in a 
straight line and testing materials to decide if they are transparent, translucent or opaque. Our next steps are to 
understand reflection, how this is linked to actually seeing everything around us, how light travels if it is reflected and 
touch on the refraction of light. We shall also be studying the role the eye has in seeing, and learning about its main 
parts. 
In our next science topic, we shall be extending previous years’ learning about sorting animals by studying the 
classification system for animals, plants and microorganisms. Starting from creating our own classification systems, we 
shall learn about Carl Linnaeus’s naming system and how this has been refined to create our present 8-tiered, 
hierarchical system. Categorising, finding similarities, differences and patterns are not only essential skills for working 
scientifically but also for learning in general; so, it will be fantastic to be able to properly focus on developing these skills. 

History 



We have already discussed why we study history and have started to learn about how dates work on a timeline in 
relation to BC and AD and where our area of study – the Ancient Greeks – fits into the broader picture to provide an 
overview. We shall be looking at a timeline of the rise and fall of the Greek civilisation to provide a sharper focus. What 
makes evidence a primary or secondary source and their strengths and weaknesses will also be revisited. We shall be 
covering several aspects of the Ancient Greek civilisation including its influence on our lives today, which are 
fascinating, numerous and varied. The Ancient Greeks’ belief system with its large numbers of gods, demi-gods and 
mythical creatures will also be a key area of focus, as will how the Ancient Greeks lived their daily lives; this will enable 
us to compare the contrasting city states of Athens and Sparta. Finally, we shall also be learning about the life of 
Alexander the Great and his conquests. 

Art and Design Technology 
Both of these subject areas are being linked to other areas of the curriculum. The Ancient Greeks were prolific artists 
and we shall be replicating elements of their style. 
Linking science with DT, we shall be making periscopes after half term. Each child will need two cartons (such as soya 
milk or orange juice cartons) for this project. If you do use these items, please may you rinse them out and send as 
many in as possible – thank you. 

Religious Education 
We shall be addressing the question: “What does it mean to be a Muslim in Britain today?” Although in Britain 
today is a multi-cultural society, it is often easy to lose sight of that in our rural location; this first topic of the 
year will help children to have a better understanding of the diversity within our country.  

After half term, our topic looks at why Christians see Jesus as the Messiah. This will allow the comparison with 
the Islamic understanding of who Jesus was and what messages were in the Old Testament that led some 
believers to expect a Messiah. Studying New Testament texts will show how believers behaved towards Jesus 

and now shape many Christian practices. 

PSHE 
PSHE is interwoven through the ethos of the class and school as well as being allocated times to discuss 
and understand specific subjects. We have already started to explore our first theme: Valuing Differences; it 
has obvious links with our R.E. topic but is broader than religious differences. We are all unique and have 
something special to offer but it can be easy to view differences as negative; hopefully we can challenge such views. 
In Term 2, the theme will be Me and My Relationships. As children get older, learning how to negotiate friendships and 
be assertive without being domineering can be very challenging but the social aspect of life takes on such a significant 
importance to pre-teens and teenagers and the sooner children learn these skills the better. 

Computing 
E-safety will continually be in the foreground of our computing work to help everyone stay safe online today and in the 
future. In addition, the skill of viewing digital information with a critical eye will be continually developed. We shall also 
be learning the basic skills of computer programming with an aim to creating a through the labyrinth game. 

French In Term 1, we shall be revising basic greetings and question stems, the vocabulary for family members, 
days of the week and months of the year as well as numbers to 60. Term 2 comprises: numbers up to 80, 

colours, a broader look at French-speaking countries and Christmas activities. 

Music 
In Term 1 we shall be learning about the history of music and linking it to the Ancient Greeks. Term 2 is more hands on; 
we shall be creating a short song using all 6 elements of music – possibly Christmas themed! 

P.E. 
For the first term, we shall be swimming on Wednesday afternoons; please ensure your child has an appropriate 
swimming costume (a one-piece for girls) and if your child’s hair is shoulder length then it must be tied up – 
swimming caps are optional. After 5 weeks of swimming Mr Jones will be teaching PE and focusing on invasion games 
(tag rugby, football, netball) and in gymnastics (a Greek-based word!): balance, flight and sequencing. In addition, as a 
school we have become part of an international movement to increase children’s activity levels by participating in the 
Daily Mile three times a week at the beginning of afternoon school. 

Homework This information has been sent out separately. 

Finally 
If you have an area of expertise linked to our learning and would like to share it, please do speak to me, I shall welcome 
your offers. 
Good communication between home and school are so important, so do please ‘catch me’ or make an appointment to 
see me if you have an area of concern.  

 


