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   Class 5 – Terms 1 and 2 Programme of Work 2017     

Subject Term 1 Term 2 
English Up until Christmas we will be using the theme of ‘Harry Potter’ to inform all of our English work. We 

will begin with the genre of Recounts looking at newspaper articles, diary entries and letters from a 
selection of the Harry Potter books.  Ultimately the children will write in character as Harry Potter, 
focusing on a diary entry based on the day he found out he was a wizard.  Following on from this we 
will look at instruction texts. The children will consider key features of this type of text before writing 
their own instruction to make a magical potion. They will also complete work on description and how 
this is a tool to engage the reader by making their writing more exciting.  Other areas covered as we 
head towards Christmas will be adventure stories, non-chronological reports and play writing. 
Grammar work throughout the two terms will include recaps of previously covered areas before 
moving on to new, more complex topics.  We will continue to encourage the children to read in school 
and as part of their homework.  Listening to your children read can be a lovely bedtime routine even 
for older children and you reading to them is also a super activity to end busy days – we very much 
appreciate your input.  

Maths The children will begin the term with place 
value - reading, writing and ordering numbers 
with up to eight digits and up to three decimal 
places.  We will then move on to multiplying 
and dividing whole numbers by 10, 100 and 
1000 including decimal numbers.  Negative 
numbers will be considered in relation to 
temperature and other contexts.  
Understanding multiples, factors, squared and 
cubed numbers will be important as well as 
defining and knowing how to find prime 
numbers up to 120.  Work on understanding 
the order in which calculations should be 
carried out will also be a focal point.  By the end 
of the term the children will also have covered 
addition and subtraction of whole numbers, 
long and short division and will have used all 
four operations to problem solve.  They will 
practice using estimation to check their 
calculations are logical.  There will be a much 
bigger focus on children being able to explain 
their reasoning and thinking and problem 
solving will be at the heart of much of the work.  
Learning times tables is an absolute priority 
now!     

Simplifying fractions will be our first foray into the 
wonderful world of fractions, which will be our 
main theme up until Christmas!  The children will 
be comparing and ordering fractions, including 
those larger than 1; sequence fractions; place 
fractions on a number line; add and subtract 
fractions with different denominators including 
mixed numbers and will use the idea of equivalent 
fractions to help.  Next we will move on to 
multiplying fractions remembering to simplify 
them whenever possible.  Some time will be spent 
on learning to divide proper fractions by whole 
numbers and we will look particularly at how the 
‘Bar Model’ can help children to have a better 
understanding of this concept.  Learning to 
associate a fraction with division and being able to 
calculate decimal fraction equivalents for a simple 
fraction will be an important area for the children 
to master.  They will also be expected to recall and 
use equivalences between simple fractions, 
decimals and percentages, including in different 
contexts.  Our final topic will cover coordinates in 
all four quadrants with the children learning to plot 
points, draw and translate simple shapes on the 
coordinate plane and reflect them in the axes. 

PSHEC Managing difficult or challenging feelings and emotions will be our first topic.  Throughout the two 
terms the children will think about secrets and confidentiality; dares and trust; choices and decision 
making; developing and maintaining healthy relationships; acceptable/unacceptable physical contact; 
personal safety; independence; responsibility; risk taking and building resilience. 

Art/DT Our art and design topics will link to our Harry Potter theme. To begin the term the children will be 
looking at the history of calligraphy but also how it is used today. The children will be designing 
individual calligraphy alphabets before making their own magical ‘howler’ using their calligraphy skills. 
Later in the term we will also be developing our drawing and painting techniques by learning to draw 
a street view with perspective using scenes from Harry Potter. Towards the end of the term, children 
will have a go at designing and making their own dragon eggs and also have the opportunity to use 
clay to make different dragons! 
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Science The theme of Harry Potter will permeate science lessons for the next two terms.  We will look at how 
the illusion of ‘magic tricks’ can be recreated using science.  The scientific areas we will be focusing on 
include electricity and electro-magnetism, chemical reactions, light and forces.  It promises to be a 
huge amount of fun hopefully leading to excellent learning! 

History 
‘Colossal Castles’ is our first History based unit this year. Our topic focuses closely on the history of 
castles while making links to our local community. We will be focusing mainly on Warwick castle and 
its evolution and how this has affected the local area. We will also be studying famous people like 
William the Conqueror and Simon de Montfort showing how these people have affected our lives 
today. This topic will include some time for children to complete their own research using ICT and a 
range of historical books. This topic will also present itself with many geographical links where children 
will look at maps and places around the world. 

PE Our main focus for this term is netball.  The 
children will develop their skills of catching, 
shoulder passes, shooting and selecting 
appropriate strategies for attack.  They will 
evaluate their own and others work and apply 
skills and tactics to compete in games.   

In term two the focus will be Dance.  Using the 
poem The Highwayman, the children will explore 
how to create different characters through 
different movements.  They will combine travel, 
turn, gesture and stillness to convey events and 
emotions and tell the story. 

Computing E-safety will start off our ‘Computing’ for the year looking at: safe ways of communicating online; 
cyber-bullying; considering what is appropriate or inappropriate material to view or send over the 
Internet and whether all Internet sources can be trusted.  Our Multimedia unit will link with English as 
the children plan a storyboard for an animation or short video of a scene from one of the Harry Potter 
books.  They will film, edit and refine their work to ensure its quality before presenting it to an 
audience.  In ‘Programming’, the children’s understanding of ‘Scratch’ will be assessed and they will 
see if they can decompose a basic times table game, use forever loops and use score and timer 
variables to make their own game. 

RE  With a brand new curriculum, we will begin the year by studying the topic of ‘What does it mean to 
be a Muslim in Britain today?’  This will include a review of previous areas of study before beginning 
to build on this looking at the value and challenges of following the ‘Five Pillars’.  The key ideas of 
Islam will be studied.  We will focus on the Christian celebration of Christmas as we move towards the 
end of Term 2. 

Music 
 

Class 5 will be very busy in Music, writing, composing and then recording a new whole school 
song we can be proud to sing at all school events.    


