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Introduction 
 
1.1 All education during school hours is free.  We do not charge for any activity 

undertaken as part of the National Curriculum with the exception of individual or 
group music tuition. 

 
1.2 It is recognised, however, that many educationally valuable activities have been and 

will continue to be dependent on financial contributions, in whole or in part, from 
parents/carers.  Without financial support, the school would find it quite impossible to 
maintain the quality and breadth of the educational programme provided for pupils.  
The school’s concern is to keep financial contributions to a reasonable minimum and 
to ensure as far as possible that all children are able to take part, irrespective of their 
circumstances. 

 
Voluntary Contributions 
 
2.1 When organising educational visits which enrich the curriculum and educational 

experience of the children, the school invites parents/carers to contribute to the cost 
of the trip.  All contributions are voluntary.  If we do not received sufficient voluntary 
contributions we may be forced to cancel a visit.  If a visit goes ahead, it may include 
children whose parents/carers have not paid any contribution.  We do not treat these 
children differently from any others. 

2.2 If a parent/carer wishes their child to take part in a school visitor event, but is 
unwilling or unable to make a voluntary contribution, we do allow the child to 
participate fully in the trip or activity.  Sometimes the school pays additional costs in 
order to support the visit.   Parents/carers have a right to know how each trip is 
funded.  The school provides this information on request.   

2.3 The following is a list of additional activities organised by the school, which require 
voluntary contributions from parents/carers.  These activities are known as ‘optional 
extras’.  This list is not exhaustive: 

 

 Sporting activities which require transport expenses 

 Outdoor adventure activities 

 Educational visits to a museum, theatre, places of interest 

 Musical events 

 Speakers/visitors coming in to school 
 
2.4 The law recognises that charges may be made to parents/carers in certain defined 

circumstances – provided that each school has identified the activities for which 
charges will be made and has explained the basis on which charges may be reduced 
or waived for certain pupils. 

 
Residential Visits during School Time 
  
3.1 Parents/carers will be charged the full cost of the visit to include travel, board and 

lodgings and related expenses. 
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3.2 The Governing Body have made provision within the school budget so that a 
contribution of up to 50% can be made to the cost of Residential Visits for children 
in receipt of free school meals. 

 
Music Tuition 
 
4.1 All children study music as part of the normal school curriculum.  We do not charge 

for this. 
4.2 There is a termly charge for individual or group music tuition if this is not part of the 

National Curriculum.   The peripatetic music teachers teach individual or small group 
lessons.  They make a charge for these lessons.  We give parents/carers information 
about additional music tuition at the start of each academic year and regular 
reminders are given through the monthly bulletin. 

 
4.3 Parents/carers can apply to the Blockley Educational Trust for help with music tuition 

and school will supply details of Trust contacts. 
 
Classroom materials 
 
5.1 No charge will be made for materials or equipment.  However, for certain practical 

activities (Design & Technology, Cookery etc) parents/carers may be invited to 
provide materials or ingredients on a voluntary basis.  Where parents/carers would 
like to possess the finished product, the school reserves the right to charge the cost 
or require the supply of the necessary materials. 

 
Swimming 
 
6.1 The school organises swimming lessons for all children in Key Stage 2.  These take 

place in school time and are part of the National Curriculum.  We make a small 
charge to cover transport to and from the pool.  We inform parents/carers when these 
lessons are to take place, and we ask parents/carers for their written permission for 
their child to take part in swimming lessons. 

 
After school clubs 
7.1 The school offers a selection of After School Clubs.  Some of these Clubs are 

organised and run by outside providers, who make a small charge for their services. 
 
School Meals 
 
8.1 The school offers freshly cooked meals prepared daily on the premises.  A charge is 

made to KS2 pupils to cover running costs.  Dinner money may be paid weekly or 
termly.  Parents/carers in receipt of benefits are entitled to free school meals on 
completion of an application form.  The application must be verified by Shire Hall 
before free school meals may be given. 
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