
BLOCKLEY C OF E PRIMARY SCHOOL 

BULLETIN 

October 2016 

DIARY DATES—OCTOBER AND NOVEMBER 
 

Mon 17 Oct 3.30pm-6.30pm Parents evening, BDFAS 
Tues 18 3.30pm-6.30pm Parents evening 
  Cross-country—in school event 
Wed 19 End of Term 1 
Mon 31 Start of Term 2 
  Individual photographs 
Tues 1 Nov Individual photographs 
Tues 8  6.30pm, New Parents evening—Sept 2017 intake 
Wed 9  CCS Cross Country—KS2 
Thurs 10 Pupil internet safety talk by the police 
Sun 13  10am, St Peter and St Paul, Blockley, Remembrance Service 
Wed 16 CCS NASA astronaut talk—Class 5 
Fri 18  Pantomime, Chipping Norton, collect pupils 4.30pm 
Mon 21 BDFAS in St George’s Hall (Floorball Club Tuesday instead) 
Tues 22 6.30pm KS1Reading and Writing Meeting 
Tues 29 6.30pm KS2 Reading and Writing Meeting 

Bulletin: 
As part of our continuing effort to improve communication with parents/carers we will be issuing bulletins at the end of every 
month.  This will ensure that all the events that have happened within school during that month can be reported back to par-
ents.  Where appropriate additional diary dates will also be sent out via ParentPay to keep you fully informed. 
 
Parking and Road safety: 
Parking is never easy at the best of times but we do at all want to make sure that our children arrive and leave school safely. 
Now that we are entering the darker phase of the calendar year can I remind all parents to take extra care when looking to 
park at St George’s Hall car park and along Park Road? Once parked, please ensure that children remain by your side until they 
are safely inside the school grounds. 
 
Bikeability: 
At the beginning of October our year 6 pupils all took part in ‘Bikeability’ which is the national cycling proficiency training for 
upper Key Stage 2 pupils. The external trainers were very pleased with the behaviour and responsible attitude of all the chil-
dren. All the children passed their level 2 which took place on our local single-lane roads, giving the pupils a real cycling experi-
ence. Pupils learnt how to deal with local traffic on short journeys to the local shop and back. Well done to all our Year 6 pupils 
who proved that they are sensible and responsible road users. 
 
K’Nex Challenge: 
Earlier this month class 4 were set a challenge to construct a vehicle that could drive across a wide range of surfaces and be 
used to extinguish a fire on a tall building using the K’Nex resources. All the pupils worked really well in their pairs and were in 
competition to complete the task within a given time frame and matched to set criteria. At the end of the morning session the 
STEM leader then judged all of their work and identified Wilf Harrison and Charlie Denyar-Freeman as the winning pair. They 
will now go on to the finals which will be held later in the academic year. 
 
Tea & Cakes: 
At the end of September FOS served ‘tea and cakes’ as a welcome to all our new parents and associated grandparents. The 
event was well attended and supported by Morgan-Ruth Jones, Oliver Crabtree and Oliver Knight from year 6. I too had a won-
derful opportunity to chat with parents and allow them the chance to ask me any questions. I’m very grateful to the FOS com-
mittee who set up and ran the event. My thanks also go to all those who contributed cakes – they were delicious! 
 
French Day: 
As a final event before her maternity leave, Ms Hebden set up and ran a wonderful French Day for all the children across the 
whole school. The day consisted of many different activities including cooking and tasting a range of French pastries, language 
development and cultural understanding.  

DIARY DATES-DECEMBER 
 

Mon 5 Dec BDFAS in St George’s Hall (Floorball 
  Club Tuesday instead) 
Tues 6  1.30pm KS1 Nativity 
Wed 7  6.30pm KS1 Nativity 
Mon 12 Film in school 
  KS1 Christmas Party 
Tues 13 School Christmas Service,  
  St Peter and St Paul, Blockley 
  Father Christmas visit school 
Wed 14 Christmas Lunch,  
  Christmas jumper  
  and school uniform 
Thurs 15 KS2 Christmas Party 
Fri 16  2pm School Finishes 
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GOVERNOR ANNOUNCEMENT  

The Governing Body is pleased to announce that Bryony Meek has been elected unopposed to the position of  

Parent Governor and Charlotte Crutchlow has been elected by the Governing Body as the Chair of Governors.  

CONGRATULATIONS TO: 
Peer Mediators:  Olivia Graham, Jamie Smith, Charlie Denyar-Freeman, Fred  
   Durnin,  Jacob Balhatchet, Darcie Boxall. 
Class Councillors: Class 1: Iris Simpson and Oscar King 
   Class 2: Emma Kenyon and George Smith 
   Class 3: Rhiannan Jones and Ari Greenstock 
   Class 4: Zara Sampson and Harry Bradley 
   Class 5: Sophia Rose and Cody Hutt. 
Sports Leaders:  Isaac Aylmore, Oliver Crabtree, Kate Johnson, Seth Daley-Allan 

 
 
Photos: 
Christine and Alan Thornton will be taking photographs of all the children throughout the day on Monday 31st Oct and Tuesday 
1st November. Obviously we want the children to look their very best so please ensure that your children are wearing their cor-
rect school uniform. 
 
Maternity Leave: 
At the beginning of October Ms Hebden started her maternity leave and will return to her teaching position again in June 2017. 
We would all like to wish her well in the coming weeks and hope that she will come and see us all in the New Year. 
 
Autumn: 
Along with the vibrant colours of autumn we also have the gradual cooling of the weather and I’m sure it won’t be long before 
we experience our first frost of the season. Autumnal weather is often wet, windy and cold so please can I ask all parents to 
remind their children to bring their coats to school every day. Maintaining an even body temperature, by wearing a coat in cold 
weather can significantly help to keep young children well and free from colds and flu in winter. As we live in a rural farming 
community please can I ask that muddy wellington boots are not worn in school by children or parents? 
 
Musicate: 
On Wednesday 12th October our Musicians Jess and William from our Musicate program visited us. They spent the day with 
Miss Overton - Short in Class 2 and Class 4. In the morning we held a special assembly where William and Jess played the Violin 
and Piano. We asked them lots of great questions about the Violin and how long they had been playing, we all agreed they are 
extremely talented and we all want to be as good as they are! In class we played various music games involving lots of listening 
and discussion and even became conductors.  We are really looking forward to their next visit in January, in the meantime Miss 
Overton - Short will be continuing to improve and expand the children's knowledge and skills in Music lessons as well as attend-
ing more training courses linked with Musicate. 
 
Flu Vaccination (a message from the local Doctor’s surgery) 
This year ALL children in School years Reception Year 1,2 and 3 are being offered the Nasal Flu Vaccination. 
It is NOT an injection but a spray into each nostril.  Flu can be a very unpleasant illness causing fever, blocked nose, cough, sore 
throat ,muscle aches and pains, and can often last several days. 
Annual immunisation, ideally given between October and December,  helps provide protection to individuals and can help re-
duce the spread of flu to families/siblings/grandparents etc 
Please contact your GP surgery  if you have any questions or to make an appointment. 
 
Chipping Campden Girl Guides: 
Chipping Campden Girl Guides (for girls aged 10-14 years) meet at the Baden Powell Centre (on Chipping Campden Recreation 
Ground) on Friday evenings from 7pm to 8.30pm (term time).  We run a diverse program of fun activities to develop and chal-
lenge the modern-day-mind!  From cooking to camping, first aid to fire lighting, craft to climbing...we do it all!  New members 
are always welcome to come and 'try it out'! 
For further information please contact the Leaders:  Rosemary 01386 593254, or, Clare 01386 852015 
 
Church Chat 
We would love to welcome you to services at Blockley Church.  Please remember that on every First Sunday of the Month we 
hold an Open Door Service at 9.30am.  This is for all ages, where all are welcome to eat something, learn something, pray 
something and sing something.  

Last year FOS raised money for new  

laptops for the pupils. 



 
Parents Evenings: 
Just to remind everyone that Parents Evenings will take place in school on Monday 17th and Tuesday 18th October between 
3.30 and 6.30pm. This is an opportunity for you to ask staff if your child is settling in to the new school year and if they are 
applying themselves fully to the curriculum presented to them. All parent consultations have a maximum time allocation of 10 
minutes and must be adhered to. When consultations over run it has a ‘knock on’ effect across the whole school and causes 
difficulties for other parents who are trying to see more than one class teacher. 
 
Giving our best: 
A school environment is one of the best places to gain knowledge and understanding and to develop new skills. It makes great-
est sense to encourage all of our children to make the most of this opportunity to learn. Generally speaking the more effort 
that we, as individuals, are willing to put into something the more we will receive back in terms of satisfaction and overall de-
velopment. We can all benefit from having a positive attitude towards our work and daily life.  
 
Reading: 
One of the greatest gifts you will be able to give and share with your child will be helping them to develop their reading skills. 
For most children this starts when they first enter school and will continue to be a very important aspect of learning through-
out their primary years. As adults readers we can all listen, encourage and support our young learners to develop their under-
standing of language and communication through reading. Establishing good reading skills is one of our core functions which 
can be enhanced through parental help at home. Short but regular opportunities for children to be listened to and supported, 
is an effective model to develop good reading skills. We must remember that reading is a necessity to enable children to fully 
engage in all other curriculum areas. 
 
Operation Christmas Child: 
We have now handed out leaflets on the Shoebox Appeal which details how children and parents can put to-
gether a special gift box for a child who would otherwise not receive such a positive experience this Christmas. 
Children love searching for small, cute little items that would appeal to other children of a similar age. By en-
couraging your children’s involvement they will gain a greater appreciation of their own Christmas in the com-
pany of family and friends. If you do have an empty shoebox at home do try to fill it with the suggestions on the 
leaflet and return it to school by Thursday 10th November 2016. 
 
Ghana fundraising 
Please remember to return your Smartie Tubes and coins by 19th October.  Every penny will help children in Ghana receive an 
education.  Don’t worry if the Smartie Tube has been lost, please place your money in a clearly marked envelope instead and 
hand into the school office. 
 
Pantomime 
To ensure that the whole school is able to visit Chipping Norton Theatre to see the pantomime ‘Robinson Crusoe and the Pi-
rate Queen’ we would be grateful if you could pay the contribution of £11 via ParentPay as soon as possible.  
 
Residential 
Please remember that the next instalment for the residential is due by 1st November.  Please pay via ParentPay. 
 
Coats 
Our school uniform can now all be purchased online.  However we do have a number of Blockley School Coats for sale in the 
school office.  Now that the Autumnal weather is here please do call in to purchase one for your child.  They are selling at £16 
and there are limited sizes available so grab one before they are all gone! 
 
Friends of the School 
The children enjoyed a fun filled Spooky Disco.  Thank you to all the parents/carers that helped on the evening.  Thank you 
also for your patience when delivering and collecting children.  It takes a bit of time to sign pupils in and out but ensures their 
safety. 
Freestyle 360 asked FOS to run the refreshment stall for the SMA Mud Run, this raised a fantastic £400. 
The FOS AGM is taking place on Thursday 10th November, at school, in the staff room.  All are welcome and we would love to 
see new faces on our committee.  Joining doesn’t have to mean a big commitment, we are a friendly group and jobs can be 
shared out more if we have a larger group of people.  Many members have now moved on as their children have moved up to 
secondary school so we really need some new members.  If you are interested it would be really helpful if you could contact us 
beforehand blockleyfoschair@gmail.com 
Blockley School Lottery: Please remember to sign up at yourschoollottery.co.uk for a chance to win a weekly prize of £25,000. 
 

Value for Term 2: Creativity 
 

Each person has a creative spirit within them. We should celebrate and enjoy our world, explore and understand it, marvel at 
its diversity, seek to understand some of its mysteries, show a responsibility for it and look after it and share its riches with all. 
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