
 

DIARY DATES 
Mon  6th Feb 3.30pm onwards Parents Evening 
Tues 7th Feb 3.30pm onwards Parents Evening 
Wed 8th Feb Cross-county, Moreton Fire College 
Fri 10th Feb 9.10am Class 1 Sharing Assembly 
Mon 20th Feb BDFAS in Hall 
Thurs 2nd March World Book Day, Dress Up 
Fri 3rd March Internet safety talk (Class4), Details to 
Follow 
Tues 7th March 6.30pm KS1 Maths Meeting 
Wed 15th March 6pm Marvellous Music evening 
Mon 20th March BDFAS in Hall 
Wed 22nd March Youth Speaks 

Dear Parents and Carers 
 
I would like to start by recapping on the final two weeks of last term. It is good to reflect upon the numerous joyous moments 
that all the children gave us at the Nativity performances. These opportunities are precious and form part of a collection of 
memories that will remain with both parents and children for ever. All the children were a delight to work with, which enabled 
them to piece together three stunning performances prior to Christmas. Equally the whole school Christmas Service in the 
church was a wonderful experience which served to remind us all about the real meaning of Christmas. In addition to this each 
of the classes enjoyed ‘letting their hair down’ and having a bit of fun at their Christmas parties. All the children enjoyed a visit 
from Father Christmas who managed a ‘stop over’ en route back to the North Pole! 
 
I understand that the children and staff thoroughly enjoyed their Christmas lunch along with all the trimmings. I was very 
grateful to all the kitchen staff that, I’m told, put on the most amazing Christmas fayre lunch. I would also like to thank all the 
FOS committee for their help and support in making Christmas at Blockley School a memorable experience. All the staff would 
like to thank the children for their cards of good wishes and thoughtful gifts. 
 
In school, January is typically a ‘business as usual’ affair. This fits rather nicely with the value of perseverance which we have 
been unwrapping this term. Studying ‘values’ is great way to help understand and encourage children to build a ‘foundation 
for life’ based on sound principles. 
As agreed with Governors, we began this term by putting into place the changes which will support the development of the 
pupils in class 4. These changes have already started to support the needs of this group of children, to which we are all very 
pleased. As a staff and Governing body we will continue to work hard with all children across the school through identification 
of need followed by suitable intervention within the resources available. 
 
Attendance: 

I am very pleased to inform you that the overall attendance of children in school so far this year has been very good. Can I re-
mind all parents about the importance of good attendance. All schools have a duty to ensure that the pupils in its care have 
acceptable regular attendance. The DfE has set a minimum figure of 90% attendance for each individual pupil. This means that 
when individuals fall below this figure, schools are then obliged to follow these up with a reminder letter to parents. This is to 
highlight the fact for some reason attendance has tailed off. 

Dance: 

Along with several other Gloucestershire schools, Blockley had the opportunity to perform last night at the Bingham Hall in 
Cirencester at the ‘Spirit of the Games’ dance festival. Each school had been invited to enter a dance which focused on the six 
core values around the School Games competitions; Honesty, Self-Belief, Teamwork, Passion, Determination & Respect. Each 
school was asked to include these values, either in the process of developing their dance or explicitly within it. I feel very hon-
oured to have had the opportunity to watch the children perform their two dances titled “The Greatest” and “The awesome 
foursome”. Having choreographed these by themselves, their creativity and hard work was clear to see.  I, along with all the 
parents, felt so proud of our children. A huge well done girls to; Morgan-Ruth, Amelie, Kate, Kezzie, Alice, Olivia R, Sophia and 
Tiree. Unfortunately Eve, who was part of the dance group, was unwell and could not take part. My thanks also go to Mr Jones 
and Miss Overton-Short for making this happen. 
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Friends Of the School  
Please look out for the FOS Newsletter for further infor-
mation.   Thank you. 

 £1220.47 was raised at the Nativity performance. 

 Parents Evening crèche rota—slots still available. 

 Note the date: Rags to Riches Collection, Wed 24th 
May. 

 Please sign up for the school lottery: 
www.yourschoollottery.co.uk 



Blockley Educational Academy - Park Road - Blockley - Moreton-in-Marsh - Gloucestershire - GL56 9BY Tel: 01386 700567 www.blockleyprimaryschool.co.uk 

 

Value for Term 3: Perseverance 
 

Perseverance is a great quality that a person can develop. It is not easy to 
achieve, for it needs practice. This value is very much about being able to work 
hard, being patient, and working without any complaints. Someone who shows 
perseverance may well be working hard without stopping, even if there are 
problems, you still feel like you want to continue. A person who shows perse-
verance has inner strength to remain constant to a purpose, idea or task in the 
face of obstacles. Remember, to persevere we all need to keep trying again and 
again. 

Staff changes: 

Natalie Hampson, who has been running the After School Club, doing Lunch-time Supervision and some Teaching Assistant 
work in class 3 has recently secured a full-time position in a local veterinary surgery. This is a new avenue for Natalie but one 
that she is very excited about. I’m delighted that she has managed to identify full time employment that she is really inter-
ested in. We are all very sad to be losing Natalie who has worked so well with all our children in each of her different roles.  
I’m sure that parents, along with all the staff and governors would like to wish Natalie all the very best in her new career 
pathway and to thank her for all her hard work and dedication. 

Miss Rebecca Riddle (TA in class 3) will be taking up the position of After School Care supervisor as from Monday 20th Febru-
ary. This will enable the school to continue to provide the same level of After School Care as in the past. For parents wishing 
to place their children in this provision now and into the future please book place(s) with the school office. All other aspects 
of the provision remain the same. 

As from Monday 20th February Claire Hurdiss, class 4 TA, will swap roles with Graham Jones, class 2 TA. The level of support 
in both classes will remain the same. We are taking the opportunity at the mid-point in the year to make this change. This 
change has been planned and agreed with Governors. We want to be able to provide class 4 with a good male role model 
which will help to develop the best qualities in all the boys. They already have a good female role model but as this class is 
male dominant, it makes sense to transfer Mr Jones, as a Higher Level Teaching Assistant, to this class. Both Mrs Hurdiss and 
Mr Jones are looking forward to working with their respective new groups of children after half term. 

We are presently in the final stages of confirming the replacement Lunchtime Supervisor. This I hope to achieve before the 
end of next week. We are also in the process of negotiating TA hours to replace those that Natalie Hampson was providing 
each Friday morning. 

Emergency Closure Procedure 
If the school has to close for any reason 
notification will be placed on the Glouces-
tershire Closed School Website:  http://
ww3.gloucestershire.gov.uk/closedschools/ 
and our school website.  A message will also 
be sent out via ParentPay and be given out 
via local radio stations.  Please check before 
you travel if we have heavy snow. 

Marvellous Music: 
There will be another joint venture between school and Blockley Education Trust.  On Wednesday March 15 there will be a 
Marvellous Music concert from 6 to 7:30 in the St George’s Hall.  Pupils of Blockley School past and present will delight us with 
their musical achievements, and we will be raising funds for music at the same time.  Save the date.  Tickets will be on sale 
after half term. 
Musicate: 
In the past few weeks we have been focused on Phasing and Rhyming. Across the school the children have been listening to a 
piece of music from the 13th Century and current Jazz action songs. Miss Overton - Short and Miss Alcock have attended an-
other Musicate day in Stroud, from which we have gained several new and exciting activities to implement. Jess, our Musician, 
will be working with Classes 2 and 4 on Wednesday 8th February, when we shall be looking forward to welcoming her back 
once again. 
SATs week: 
The date for the KS2 SATs test this year is week commencing Monday 8th May. These are statutory tests at the end of Key 
Stage 2 in English and Maths. At the same time children in year 2 will also sit their end of Key Stage1 tests which forms one 
aspect of the overall judgements about attainment and progress for these pupils. 
Whilst specific groups of children are required to complete their statutory tests we take this opportunity to also assess other 
year groups to give us an indication of the skills and knowledge that they have learnt during the year. It is therefore really im-
portant to ensure that all children are in school throughout this particular week. 

Thought for the Day: 
“Happiness is a gift and the trick is not to 
expect it, but to delight in it when it comes.” 
By Charles Dickens 

Trading Cards:  Recently we have noticed that a few of our younger children 
have been bringing in a range of ‘trading cards’ such as Match Attack and 
Pokemon. As this has started to cause a problem I must remind everyone that 
these are not allowed in school. 
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Dinner Payments 

A reminder that all school meals should be paid for in advance or on the 
day of consumption.  The easiest way to do this is to ensure that your 
child’s dinner account is in credit on ParentPay.  If you think you may be 
eligible for Free School Meals please apply through the website: http://
www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/educationgrants or ask at the school office. 

Parking: 
Parking at St’George’s Hall is not ideal but it is better than no parking at all. The shape and form of this parking area does 
mean that anyone using it needs to be extremely careful. Children do not fully appreciate the hazards and dangers that mov-
ing vehicles provide. It is therefore incumbent upon all of us that we use this space with the safety of the children upper 
most in our minds. Please drive in and out of the parking area slowly using additional caution at all times. This extra caution 
also needs to be exercised along Park Road where children and parents cross the road. 
 
Parent Support Advisor (PSA): 
Our PSA is Tracey Baker and she works directly with parents and carers to ensure the best possible outcomes for children by 
providing access to information for families. Tracey can help parents and carers by offering friendly, non-judgemental sup-
port for a range of issues such as: poor attendance, behaviour concerns, family issues such as bereavement, separation or 
lone parenting. Tracey is available most Thursday mornings in school. If you have not already spoken to her and would like to 
do so please make an appointment at the School Office. 
 
Sharing Assemblies: 
By the time you get to read this Bulletin we will have had 4 out of 5 classes having had the opportunity to share their assem-
blies with parents. These are a good chance for parents to see your own children working together on activities related to 
their learning. Generally most children thoroughly enjoy performing, as part of a group, especially in front of their parents. It 
is good for the children to have these opportunities to help build their confidence and self-esteem. 
Today’s sharing assembly by class 4 was really fantastic. I was so pleased to see all their wonderful contributions in terms of 
geography, language and the creative arts. They were highly organised, well-motivated and eager to work as part of a cohe-
sive group. 
Can I thank all the children and staff who have participated in their sharing assemblies so far, and to all the parents for find-
ing time to come into school and support and share in your children’s development. 
 
Parent’s evenings: 
Just to remind everyone that parent’s evenings take place on Monday 6th and Tuesday 7th February next week between 3.30 
and 6.30pm. Parents have been allocated a time slot of ten minutes per child which I would kindly ask everyone to adhere to. 
If one consultation over runs it has a knock on effect on all the others across the school. Mrs Luff, in her capacity as SENDCo, 
will also be available for parents to meet on the Tuesday evening between 3.30 and 6.15pm. As usual there will be a crèche 
available upstairs in the library / computer suite. For further details of this provision please contact FOS. 
 
X-country: 
Next Wednesday morning 10 girls and 10 boys have been selected to run in the district cross country race at Moreton Fire 
College. Two races will take place and the top 12 runners in each race will then go forward to the County finals next term. 
Once again we wish them all well and hope that the weather isn’t too cold or wet on the day! 
Best wishes and kind regards Mr Pudifoot, Headteacher 

Poppy Appeal 
Thank you to all those who purchased Poppy Items. 

We raised £170.31 

Latest News from the Tishigu School in Tamale, northern 
Ghana. 

The school community in Tamale have written to express 
their heartfelt thanks for your kind donations which has 
allowed them to carry out work at the school in Ghana.  

They enclosed this photograph which illustrates completed 
painting on the nursery block after urgent repairs were 

carried out. 

Christmas Jumper Money: 

In combination with our Christmas lunch we decided 

to let the children wear a Christmas jumper for the 

day.  All the children and staff enjoyed sharing their 

jumpers and at the same managed to raise an amaz-

ing £91.80 which went off immediately to the Save 

the Children charity. 

REMINDER 
Please ensure that all dogs are kept off the school site.   

 

Church Chat: 
We look forward to welcoming you to the Open the Door service on  Sunday 5th February at 9.30am.  Come and join us for 
bacon baps in a relaxed atmosphere when we will be talking about seeds. 
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